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At Blue Gate Fields Junior School we teach pupils to become confident 
geographers, who develop secure geographical knowledge and skills. 

Pupils build a strong disciplinary knowledge through the provision of a bespoke 
geography curriculum. They develop a geographical vocabulary so that they 
can describe their understanding with accurate terminology; a firm locational 
and place knowledge and a deep understanding of human and physical 
geography. They are equipped with the skills to interpret a wide range of 
geographical sources, conduct fieldwork and communicate geographical 
information in a variety of ways. 

Geography gives all our children the opportunity to explore the richness of our 
world and its people. Our geography curriculum is carefully designed to bring a 
diverse range of cultures, people and places into the classroom through high-
quality, engaging teaching and resources.  It allows pupils to develop a 
fascination for the world they live in and the people they share it with, and to 
build an awareness of their responsibility as local, national and global citizens 
to respect our planet and the people within it. 

 

 

Our aims: 

 To deliver a broad geography curriculum that provides children with a 
rich understanding of the world and its people. 

 To inspire a curiosity of the world around them and encourage children 
to ask and answer questions about other places and cultures, forming 
opinions based on evidence. 

 To enhance pupils’ contextual knowledge of the United Kingdom’s 
location in Europe and the world as well as other globally significant 
places. 

 To explore the human and physical processes which shape our world. 

 To equip pupils with a knowledge of environmental issues and learn how 
to be responsible citizens. 

 To uphold respect for other cultures and their values and ways of life. 

 To develop pupils’ geographical skills, including the use of maps, 
compass points and grid references to locate places in the United 
Kingdom and the world. 

 To make links with children’s prior knowledge and understanding to 
support their ability to remember new information. 



Geography curriculum 

Our geography curriculum follows the National Curriculum Key Stage 2 
objectives and is purposefully designed so that pupils are able to study places 
both in the United Kingdom and across the world, along with the human and 
physical processes that shape them.  See History and Geography Overview 
(appendix A) for the sequencing of geography topics. 

We want pupils to be able to build upon prior knowledge and understanding 
and to create effective schemas that help them to organise their geographical 
knowledge.  Knowledge gained should be useful and transferrable and support 
pupils as they progress throughout Key Stage 2 and on to Key Stage 3 and 
beyond. 

Planning: 

Our Geography Coverage and Progression document (see appendix B) provides 
teachers with a plan of how pupils’ understanding of geography will develop as 
they progress throughout Key Stage 2, and Medium Terms Plans demonstrate 
to teachers what pupils need to learn across each topic and within each lesson.  
Curriculum links and opportunities for memorable experiences are highlighted 
to teachers in planning in order to enrich pupils’ learning.  In addition to this, 
our geography skills progression document (see appendix C) shows staff which 
key skills need to be taught in each year group to ensure progression.  These 
geography skills are mapped onto each Medium Term Plan to ensure that they 
are developed throughout each topic.  

Teachers plan collaboratively, drawing upon the expertise within their year 
groups and across the school.  Planning is not static, and Medium Term Plans 
and individual lessons are collaboratively reviewed and refined. 

All planning and digital resources are saved in the History and Geography 
section of Curriculum Subjects on the Staff T-Drive.  Each year group has their 
own section within the History and Geography folder, where Medium Term 
Plans for each unit are kept, along with plans, IWB slides, digital resources and 
vocabulary for displays. 

Staff are able to borrow books, maps, images and artefacts from the Schools 
Library Service each term which is invaluable in putting learning into context 
and inspiring children’s research within lessons and independently beyond 
that. 

 



Teaching and Learning 

A range of teaching and learning styles are used in our geography lessons to 
secure pupils’ acquisition of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding.  
Maps, atlases, globes, artefacts, images, videos and online resources help to 
enhance learning. 

As with all other subjects, and as outlined in our Teaching and Learning Policy, 
teaching includes approaches termed as ‘the golden threads’; lessons include 
high-quality talk to support pupils to develop and articulate their thinking, and 
teachers plan for the teaching of precise vocabulary to support pupils to use 
new terminology accurately. A positive learning culture is embedded so that 
pupils feel confident in questioning and thinking critically of the historical 
perspectives presented to them. Strategies to support memory and recall allow 
pupils to retain their learning of key content so that they can build their 
historical knowledge and understanding. 

When geography is the lead humanities subject in the year group, each class 
has a working wall where key vocabulary (with images to support vocabulary 
acquisition) is on display throughout the unit.  Throughout each unit, links are 
made with children’s knowledge and understanding that they have acquired 
throughout KS1 and KS2 to support their memory and to provide a context for 
the new learning.  This also enables the children to draw contrasts and 
comparisons between different places and people. 

Children learn geography in a whole class, mixed ability setting.  Within the 
class, they work in a variety of groupings alongside individual work to enable 
them to develop collaborative skills and the ability to consider other points of 
view.  

All children have the opportunity to go on educational visits to museums and 
local areas of relevant geographical interest to enrich their learning and bring 
geography to life.  Visitors to the school, provide personal accounts of their 
own experiences of the world. 

Assessment: 

The use of responsive teaching strategies means that teachers are creating 
opportunities to assess pupil understanding throughout the lesson. Teachers 
formatively assess knowledge, understanding and key skills during lessons 
through high-quality, targeted questioning, reflecting on work in books and 
oral feedback with children.   



Geography marking and feedback requirements are in line with our Feedback 
including Marking Policy. Responsive teaching underpins assessment in lessons 
to ensure immediate and effective feedback. 

Learning is recorded in each child’s ‘history and geography’ exercise book. 
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APPENDIX B - Geography Coverage and Progression 
 

Locational Knowledge 

National Curriculum 
Objective 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes 
Rainforests Settlements 

 
The United 
Kingdom 

 

Olympic Legacy 

 
Europe and its 

Rivers 

 

Comparing 
England with 

Spain and Brazil 

Climate Change 

 
The Himalayas 

 

Locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries 
and major cities 
 
Name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have changed 
over time. 

- Pupils review 
continents and 
oceans  
 

- Locate the 
world’s countries 
by identifying 
major rainforests  
 
- Explore the 
physical 
characteristics of 
South America- 
the Amazon 
rainforest, 
mountains and 
rivers. 
 

- Identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristics of 
different 
settlements 
 
- Exploring land 
use patterns of 
settlements 

- Locate counties 
and cities in the 
United Kingdom 
(recap KS1 
learning on 
countries of the 
UK) 
 
- Use maps to 
locate different 
coastlines and 
their physical and 
human geography 
 
- Locate 
mountains of the 
UK and their 
human and 
physical 
geography 
 
- Locate countries 
that we import 
food from. 

- Locate Greece, 
Athens and Mount 
Olympus. 
 
- Locate London 
Olympic site on a 
modern map and 
with a map from 
the 1950s. 
Compare maps 
from the 
construction 
period to current 
day. 
 
- Locate Olympic 
stadiums across 
the world. 

 

- Locate the 
countries and 
major cities of 
Europe, 
including 
Russia. 

 
- Locate major 
rivers and their 
source and 
mouth: 
-Volga River 
-River Thames 
-Danube River 
-Rhine River 
-Tagus River 
-Seine 
-Elbe 
-Dnieper River 
 
- Locate the 
sources of 
different 
bottled water. 

- Locate 
England, Spain 
and Brazil. 
 
- Use lines of 
longitude and 
latitude to 
locate human 
and physical 
features of 
England, Spain 
and Brazil. 

 

- Case Study: 
locate an area 
affected by 
climate change 

- Locate the Himalayas on a map of 
Asia and the countries it runs across. 
 
- Locate different mountain ranges 
across each continent 

 



APPENDIX B - Geography Coverage and Progression 
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The Greeks 
 

- Locate Greece on a map 
and its surrounding sea. 
Compare modern and 
ancient maps. 
 

The Romans in Britain 
 

- Locate Italy on a map and 
identify capital city 

 
- Locate major human 

feature of the Colosseum 
in Rome 

 
- Identify countries that 

were under Roman rule 
on a map. Compare 
ancient and modern 
maps. 

Invaders and Settlers 
 

- Examine maps to locate Great and Britain and 
Scandinavia 

 
 
 

Ancient Egyptians 
 

- Locate Egypt on a map and its 
surrounding sea. Compare modern 
and ancient maps, tracking 
changes in borders. Discuss 
location in relation to other 
countries studied in lower KS2 

 
 

The Ancient 
Maya 

 
- Locate 

Central 
America.  
Compare 
modern and 
ancient 
maps, 
identifying 
modern 
countries 
against Maya 
territory 

 
 

World War II 
 
- Locate East End 
docks on a map of 
London 
- Explore map of 
trade routes to 
understanding 
necessity of 
rationing 
 
- On maps of 
Europe track 
Hitler’s invasions 
growing territory 
prior to Britain 
entering the war. 
Compare ancient 
and modern maps. 

Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including 
day and night) 

Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes 

Rainforests 

 
 

The United Kingdom 
 
 

Europe and its Rivers 
 
  

Comparing England with Spain 
and Brazil 

The Himalayas 
 

- Review where the 
Equator, North Pole and 
South Pole are in relation 
to the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles 

 
- Understand the terms 
Northern Hemisphere 
and Southern 
Hemisphere 
 
- Introduce longitude and 
latitude lines, including 
the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn and the Prime 
Meridian 

 

- Revisit longitude and 
latitude lines, including the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn and the Prime 
Meridian 

 

- Identify that the British Isles 
is located in the Northern 
Hemisphere 
 

 

- Identify that Europe is 
located in the Northern 
Hemisphere 
 

 

- Use lines of latitude and longitude 
to locate countries 
 
- Build on Science learning about 
time zones 
 
- Identify the hemispheres UK, Spain 
and Brazil are located in  

- Identify that the Himalayas are 
located in -the Northern 
Hemisphere, north of the Tropic of 
Cancer 
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Place Knowledge 

National Curriculum Objective Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 
region within North or South America 

Compare and contrast: 
 
UK city 
UK village 
 
Amazon rainforest 

Compare and contrast: 
 
The United Kingdom 
 

Compare and contrast: 
 
England 
Spain 
Brazil 

Compare and contrast: 
 
Mountain ranges in Asia, North 
America and Europe 
 
Central America 
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Human Geography 

 
National 
Curriculum 
Objective 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Earthquakes 
and 

Volcanoes 

Settlements 
 

Rainforest 
 

The United 
Kingdom 

 

Olympic 
Legacy 

 

Europe and its 
Rivers 

 

Comparing 
England with 
Spain and Brazil 

Climate Change 

 
The Himalayas 

 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of 
human 
geography, 
including: types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
economic 
activity 
including trade 
links, the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including 
energy, food, 
minerals and 
water 

- Understand 
the effects of 
earthquakes 
and 
volcanoes on 
humans 
 

- Looking at 
aerial maps of 
Tower Hamlets 
and Orford and 
identifying land 
use 
 
- Make own 
maps of land 
use during 
fieldwork in 
local area 

- Researching 
deforestation 
and its effect 
on the 
environment 
 

- Identify human 
features of 
different coasts. 
 
- Investigate 
how coasts have 
changed over 
time due to 
human 
processes such 
as tourism. 
 
- Identify what 
people use 
mountains for. 
 
- Investigate 
where our food 
comes from. 

- Identify the 
legacy of the 
London 2012 
Olympics 
 
- Explore how 
land use in 
Stratford has 
changed over 
time 
 
- Discover how 
the Olympic 
Park is used for 
many different 
purposes 
today 

- Explore and 
explain why 
capital cities are 
usually on the 
banks of rivers 
 
- Discuss 
reasons for 
capital cities 
being on the 
banks of rivers 
 
- Identify the 
role that rivers 
have to play in 
where our 
drinking water 
comes from 
 
- Locate sources 
of tap water 
and different 
bottled waters 
 
- Consider 
where cities in 
very dry 
climates get 
their drinking 
water from. 
 

- Identify areas 
with high 
population 
density in 
England, Spain 
and Brazil 
 
- Research to see 
if the capital city 
is always the 
biggest city 
 
- Explore reasons 
for urbanisation 
 
- Research the 
land use of rural 
and urban areas 
 

- Explore how 
climate change 
affects people 
e.g. climate 
refugees forced 
to leave areas 
they live in due 
to drought and 
famine 
 
- Identify the 
causes of climate 
change 
 
- Describe some 
renewable and 
non-renewable 
energy sources 
 
- Consider action 
needed to 
prevent climate 
change 

- Explore how people rely on the rivers and glaciers for 
water supply and how this is being affected by global 
warming 
 
- Explore the positive and negative impact of tourism on 
Mount Everest 
 
- Investigate the different land use of mountains across 
the world 
 
- Job opportunities arising from human relationships with 
mountains  

 

                    History Units 

The Ancient 
Maya:  
 
 

Changes in 
Children’s 
Rights 
 

World War II 
 
 
 

- Explore how 
the Maya culture 
was influenced 
by its 
geographical 
context 
- Consider how 
the geographical 
context of Maya 
civilisation made 
it difficult to 
maintain the 
Empire  

- Discuss 
urbanisation 
was caused by 
the Industrial 
Revolution 
 

- How trade was 
affected by 
German targeting 
of the docks 
 
- The impact of war 
on Britain’s 
reliance on 
imported food 
leading to rationing 
 
- Developing of 
human migration 
in a different 
context 
(evacuation) 
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Physical Geography 

National Curriculum 
Objective 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 

Earthquakes and 
Volcanoes 

 

Settlements 
 
 

Rainforests 
 

 

The United 
Kingdom 

 
 

Europe and its 
Rivers 

 
 

Comparing England 
with Spain and 

Brazil 

Climate Change 
 

The Himalayas: 
 

 

- Identify the 
physical features 
of a volcano 
 
- Research a 
particular volcano 
in detail 
 
- Understand the 
different layers of 
the Earth, 
including tectonic 
plates 
 
- Understand why 
volcanoes erupt 

- Identify the 
physical features 
of their local area 
and compare with 
a village 
 

- Exploring and 
locating climate 
zones 
 
- Identifying the 
climate of tropical 
rainforests 
 
- Locating tropical 
rainforests 
 
- Identify the 
different layers of 
a rainforest 

 

- Identify physical 
features of different 
coasts. 
 
- Investigate how 
coasts have 
changed over time 
due to physical 
processes such as 
erosion. 
 
- Identify physical 
feature of 
mountains. 

- Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of rivers. 
 
- Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Identify the 
climate of England, 
Spain and Brazil 
 
- Compare biomes 
 
 

- Review climate, 
climate zones and 
biomes 
 
- Explore how 
climate change 
affects our planet 

- Understand what a mountain 
range is 
 
- Describe how mountains are 
formed (review layers of the Earth 
and plate tectonics) 
 
- Identify the physical features of 
mountains  
 
- Determining the effect of altitude 
on climate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

History Units 

From Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

 The Ancient Maya 
 

Explore when 
Britain became an 
island by looking at 
plate tectonics and 
the original 
supercontinent of 
Pangea. 

 Each region of the civilisation had its 
own physical geographical features 

 

 

 



  
 
 

EYFS & KS1 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/ computer mapping 
(Google Earth) to locate 
countries 

EYFS 

 Develop maps of the local 
environment 

 Draw journeys the children go 
on (e.g. to school) 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

 Know the difference between 
a globe and a map 

 Use Standard OS map symbols 
and keys 

 Add simple key to own maps 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

 Use Standard OS map symbols 
and keys 

 Use four-figure grid references 
to locate places on a grid 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied – use layers 
to compare features and data 

 Use Standard OS map symbols 
and keys 

 Use six-figure grid references 
to build their knowledge of the 
UK and the wider world 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

 Use Standard OS map symbols 
and keys 

 Review use of six-figure grid 
references and the eight 
points of a compass 

Year 2 

Learn the four compass points to 
build knowledge of the UK and 
where Shadwell is in relation to 
the rest of the British Isles 

 Review the four points of a 
compass (N S E W) – see 
Charlotte/Hanna for 
compasses 

 Use the eight points of a 
compass (N NE E SE S SW W 
NW) – see Charlotte/Hanna 
for compasses 

 Review the eight points of a 
compass (N NE E SE S SW W 
NW) and use them to describe 
location of features studied in 
comparison to others – see 
Charlotte/Hanna for 
compasses 

 Use the eight points of a 
compass to describe location 
of features studied in 
comparison to others – see 
Charlotte/Hanna for 
compasses 

Year 1 

 Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical features 
in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 

 Make field sketches of the 
local area 

 Annotate photos to show 
understanding of features 

 Ask questions about the local 
area and use fieldwork to 
answer them 

 Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies 

 Ask questions that relate to 
observations e.g. Have all 
Olympics left a positive legacy? 

 Use a range of sources to find 
answers and information 

 Review the eight points of a 
compass 

 Conduct a survey and record 
the results using graphs and 
digital technologies 

 Explain global geographical 
issues around human 
settlements e.g. migration and 
climate change 

 Ask questions that could be 
answered using a survey 

 Measure length on a map and 
convert to distance 

 Use online maps with data 
layers to answer questions 

 Explain scale 

 Answer a geographical question 
using research e.g. How do 
humans use mountains? 

 Carry out research on 
geographical issues and 
patterns e.g. What is the 
impact of mountain tourism? 

 

http://www.bluegatefields-jun.towerhamlets.sch.uk/

