
 Governance 
empire 
civilisation (we use the Historical Association explanation) 

 
 
 
 
 

city-state, tribe 
transfer of power 
invaders , conquerors, settlers,  
invasion, conquest 
resistance, opposition, rebellion,  
war, armies, navy 
citizens, enslaved people 
territory 

leadership, government 
ruler, King, Queen, monarchy 
heir, transfer of power 
monarchy 
kingdom 
  

warrior kings, tribes 

 

pharaoh 

emperors 

 
 

democracy 
voting 
parliament 
Prime Ministers 
laws 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

The Greeks: 
 

The Romans in 
Britain: 

 

Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings: 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age: 

Ancient 
Egyptians: 

The British 
Empire: 

Ancient Maya: Changes in 
Children’s 
Rights: 

World War II: 
 

civilisation Pupils encounter the 
term for the first 
time. 

Pupils explore the 
term in the 
context of the 
Romans- are the 
key factors of a 
civilisation (the 
way people live, 
how they are 
organised, what 
they believe, 
‘advanced’ or not) 
same or different 
to Ancient Greece? 

Pupils consider 
whether the 
Vikings can also fit 
into our concept of 
civilisation and 
civilised. They 
discuss why 
historians might 
have portrayed the 
Vikings as vicious 
only and look at 
other evidence to 
see if it counters 
that viewpoint. 

Pupils consider 
whether the 
Stone, Bronze and 
Iron Age fit into 
our concept of 
civilisation, giving 
evidence for 
why/why not. 

Pupils explore the 
term in the 
context of the 
Ancient 
Egyptians- are 
the key factors of 
a civilisation (the 
way people live, 
how they are 
organised, what 
they believe, 
‘advanced’ or 
not) same or 
different to 
Ancient Greece 
and the Romans 
in particular? 
 
They learn about 
Ancient Egypt’s 

Pupils learn that 
before the era of 
the British 
Empire, and the 
European creation 
of the 
transatlantic slave 
trade, there were 
a number of 
powerful 
civilisations in 
West Africa. 
These civilisations 
already had 
established trade 
connections with 
Europe. 

Pupils draw 
upon their 
understanding 
of civilisation- 
what features of 
a civilisation 
might they 
expect to see in 
this topic? 

  



connection to 
other powerful 
civilisations, in 
particular in East 
Africa (Punt and 
Nubia).  

leadership, 
government 
 
democracy 
monarchy 
emperor 
 
king, queen 
heir 
divine right 
 
transfer of 
power 
 
tribes 

The concept of 
democracy is 
introduced through 
learning about the 
way Athens is 
governed. They learn 
how that is different 
to a monarchy. 
 
Pupils contrast this 
with the way Sparta 
is governed. Sparta is 
governed by an 
oligarchy (power in 
the hands of a select 
few). We share the 
correct term with 
them, however 
understanding that 
this is not a key term 
pupils must 
remember and build 
upon. It is used more 
to deepen pupils 
understanding of 
democracy, by 
contrasting it with 
Sparta’s government. 
 

Pupils encounter 
the term emperor, 
and contrast that 
with democracy 
and monarchy. 
They learn that 
empire was under 
the unified control 
of one leader, in 
contrast to what 
they have learnt 
about Ancient 
Greece and Iron 
Age Britain.  
 
They learn about 
warrior 
kings/queens and 
tribes in Iron Age 
Britain through 
Boudicca.  
 
The battles with 
Boudicca also 
show how power 
is not always 
transferred 
peacefully. 

Anglo-Saxon and 
Viking kingdoms 
were ruled by a 
monarchy. 
 
There were Anglo-
Saxon kings of 
different kingdoms 
in England. 
 
Eventually there 
were Viking kings 
of different 
kingdoms as well. 
 
In this era, England 
became unified 
under one king.  
 
The battle for the 
throne in 1066, 
provides an 
example of how 
power is not 
always transferred 
peacefully. 
 
 

People lived in 
tribes led by 
warrior kings. 
 

Pupils return to 
the concept of  
monarchy and 
kingdom  in the 
context of 
Ancient Egypt. 
 
The concept of 
divine right is 
introduced. 
 
Pupils 
understand the 
transfer of power 
in a monarchy 
and the 
importance of an 
heir. 
 
 
 

Trading 
companies were 
supported by the 
British 
government.  
 
Securing trade 
was so important 
that the East India 
Company acted 
like a 
government, even 
having its own 
army to ensure 
that it maintained 
control and could 
seize 
opportunities to 
increase their 
power. 
 

Pupils will 
recognise that 
the Maya were 
governed by 
different kings 
for each city-
state.  

Pupils  
understand the 
rule of monarchy 
in Victorian 
Britain. 
 
However, they 
will understand 
that there is also 
a parliament 
based on 
democracy used 
to govern Britain, 
and this system 
helped to being 
about new laws 
enabling greater 
rights for 
children. 
 

They will 
understand 
Britain was 
organised as a 
democracy 
and Nazi 
Germany as an 
autocracy. 
They will learn 
the 
characteristics 
of fascism in 
the context of 
the Battle of 
Cable Street 
and Hitler’s 
beliefs. 

empire 
colonies 
kingdom 
territory 
 
city-state 

Alexander the Great 
added the Greek 
territories to his 
empire. This empire 
played a part in 
spreading Greek 
culture across the 
world. 

 

The Romans added 
Britain to their 
empire. 
 
Iron Age Britain 
and the Celts were 
not unified under 
one leader. Each 
warrior 

When the Anglo-
Saxons settled in 
England they 
divided the 
territory into 
different 
kingdoms. 
 

Organisation and 
groupings of 
people was on a 
smaller scale, in 
contrast to 
empires and 
kingdoms. 

Ancient Egypt 
was organised as 
a kingdom. 
 
Beware: in this 
topic you will 
need to 
differentiate 
between 

Pupils will learn 
about the 
development of 
the British 
Empire, focusing 
on West Africa, 
India, Somalia and 
North America. 

Ancient Maya 
territory was 
split into 
different city-
states, with 
different kings. 

Pupils will make 
links to begin 
understand an 
aspect of the 
impact of the 
empire: the 
development of 
cities and 
industry. These 

Hitler’s desire 
to build an 
empire 
through 
invasion led to 
WWII. 
 
The territories 
of the British 



Ancient Greek city-
states would set up 
trading colonies 
because the Greek 
land could not 
provide all their city-
states needed and 
trade across the 
mountainous terrain 
was difficult. 
 
Ancient Greece was 
split into different 
city-states, with 
different forms of 
government for each. 

king/queen was in 
control of a 
particular 
territory.  

Later in the time 
period, England 
was divided into 
an Anglo-Saxon 
and a Viking 
kingdom. 
 
Near the end of 
the time period, 
England was 
unified into one 
kingdom. 

kingdom as the 
territory under 
the leadership of 
a king (or queen), 
and the names 
given to time 
periods in 
Ancient Egypt 
(Old, Middle and 
New Kingdoms). 

developments 
would in turn 
lead into the 
need to develop 
greater rights for 
children. 

Empire 
contributed 
greatly to the 
Allies’ war 
effort. 

invasion, 
invaders 
conquest, 
conquerors, 
settlers 

Alexander the Great 
conquered the 
Ancient Greek city-
states, which is the 
end of this time 
period of Ancient 
Greek civilisation. 

The Romans were 
viewed as invaders 
in Britain, who 
then settled. 

Pupils explore the 
idea of the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings 
being viewed as 
invaders, who 
then settled. 
 
In less detail, they 
will consider 
whether the 
Normans were 
invaders. 

 At different 
points 
throughout the 
time period, the 
Ancient Egyptian 
kingdom was 
conquered by 
neighbouring 
civilisations.  
Pupils will learn 
about the Nubian 
and Greek 
pharaohs. 

Pupils will learn 
about the 
conquest of 
North American, 
Indian and 
Somalian 
territory. 

Pupils will learn 
about the 
Spanish 
invasion and 
conquest of 
Maya territory, 
and how this 
contributed to 
the end of the 
time period that 
we are studying. 

 Pupils will 
learn about 
Nazi 
Germany’s 
invasion of its 
surrounding 
European 
countries.  

resistance 
opposition 
rebellion 
 
 
 
ally, allies  
alliances 

 Through Boudicca, 
they learn about 
opposition and 
resistance.   
 

They learn that 
Boudicca’s 
opposition was 
due to her land 
being reduced and 
the imposition of 
taxes on her tribe. 
 
They will learn that 
not all tribes 

   Pupils will learn 
about how 
enslaved people 
resisted their 
enslavement 
through a number 
of different 
actions. 
 
Pupils will learn 
about key figures 
in the resistance 
to slavery: e.g. 
Nanny of the 
Maroons, 

Pupils will learn 
that the Ancient 
Maya resisted 
the Spanish 
invasion of their 
territory. 

Pupils will learn 
how East London 
‘match girls’ 
resisted the 
conditions of 
their 
employment 
through strike 
action. 

They will learn 
about 
resistance and 
opposition to 
invasion of the 
German 
powers. 
 
 
 
 
 
The world 
powers 
organised 



resisted and some 
created alliances 
with the Romans. 

Olaudah Equiano, 
Ottobah Cugoano 
and Mary Prince 

themselves 
into alliances. 

war, warfare 
warrior 
army 
armour 
weapons 
navy 
(air force) 
protect 
defence, 
defend 
 
tactics 
territory 

The importance of 
armies and warfare 
to protect the city-
states. 

The use of warfare 
and armies to gain 
territory. 
 
The superior 
tactics of the 
Roman Army led 
to the success in 
building an 
empire. 
 
Hadrian’s Wall was 
a large structure 
built to protect 
Roman Britain 
from attacks and 
guarded by an 
army. 

Pupils learn about 
the importance of 
being a strong 
warrior to the 
Viking people. 
 
The use of raiding 
tactics by the 
Vikings to acquire 
Anglo-Saxon 
wealth and 
resources. 
 
 
The use of warfare 
in the transfer of 
power between 
Anglo-Saxon, 
Viking and 
eventually the 
Norman kings. 

Tribes were often 
at war with each 
other for territory 
and resources. 
Pupils consider the 
evidence linked to 
Iron Age hillforts 
and whether they 
were used to 
protect villages 
from attacks. 

The use of 
warfare in the 
transfer of power 
between 
Egyptian, Nubian 
and Greek rulers 
of Egypt. 

Securing trade 
was so important 
that the East India 
Company acted 
like a 
government, even 
having its own 
army to ensure 
that it maintained 
control and could 
seize 
opportunities to 
increase their 
power. 
 

Pupils will 
consider 
whether there is 
evidence of 
increased 
warfare 
between the 
different city-
states that may 
have led to the 
decline of the 
Maya 
civilisation. 
 
 
Pupils will learn 
that Spanish 
armour and 
weapons gave 
them an 
advantage when 
invading Maya 
territory. 

 Pupils will look 
in detail at the 
impact of 
warfare on 
civilian life by 
studying the 
Blitz in East 
London, and 
the effects of 
bombing 
tactics locally, 
nationally and 
globally. 
 
They will look 
at the 
different roles 
in modern 
warfare 
beyond 
soldiers by 
studying the 
roles of land 
girls and the 
Home Guard. 
 
They will also 
learn about 
the ways in 
which Britain 
tried to 
protect itself 
during war- 
evacuation, 
shelters, black 
outs etc. 
 

citizens  
enslaved 
people 
 

Pupils learn that 
people in Sparta and 
Athens were 
considered to be 

Pupils learn that 
the Romans were 
either defined as 

  Pupils learn 
about the social 
organisation of 
Ancient Egypt, 

Pupils learn about 
the enslavement 
of West Africans 
for the 

Pupils learn 
about the social 
organisation of 

  



social 
organisation 

citizens of that city-
state. In Athens only 
male citizens could 
vote.  
 
They learn about the 
social organisation of 
Sparta from the two 
kings to the enslaved 
helots (people who 
had resisted the 
Spartans in war and 
were enslaved as a 
result). 

citizens or non-
citizens. 
 
They learn that 
Romans would 
enslave people- 
that they 
threatened to 
enslave Boudicca’s 
tribe due to their 
resistance. 
 
Through learning 
about migration in 
the Roman Empire, 
pupils learn that 
people could 
become Roman 
citizens. 
 
 

including the 
enslavement of 
people captured 
during war. 

transatlantic 
slavery trade. 
 
Prior to this, they 
learn about the 
existing 
civilisations in 
West Africa 
before the 
transatlantic slave 
trade, and the 
wealth and power 
of these 
civilisations to 
avoid a single 
story view of 
West Africans. 
 

the Ancient 
Maya.  
 
They learn that 
there were 
many ways that 
people could 
become 
enslaved in 
Ancient Maya 
society; in 
comparison to 
other civilisation 
were people 
became 
enslaved 
through military 
force, the 
Ancient Maya 
could be 
enslaved as a 
punishment for 
social 
transgressions 
such as not 
paying bills, 
committing a 
crime etc.  

 


