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The geography of 
Ancient Greece led 
to the need for the 
Ancient Greeks to 
establish trading 
colonies in 
Europe, Asia and 
North Africa to 
secure enough 
food and 
resources.  
Pupils are taught 
explicitly what we 
mean by culture. 
The colonies 
spread Greek 
culture outside of 
Greece. 
 
The growth of 
Alexander the 
Great’s empire 
also spread 
Ancient Greek 
culture further, 
most notably to 
Egypt. 

Pupils learn that 
the Romans wished 
to add Britain as a 
colony due its rich 
resources: fertile 
land, metal 
deposits such as tin 
and copper, 
wealthy tribes, and 
good trade links. 
 
Pupils will consider 
different 
interpretations of 
the migration and 
invasion/settlement 
of Anglo-Saxon and 
Viking peoples, and 
the role that 
perspective and 
bias has in shaping 
these 
interpretations. 
  
Pupils consider the 
role of empire in 
the migration of 

Pupils learn that 
due to the Roman 
Empire, many 
Saxon mercenaries 
were already 
settled in England. 
 
The departure of 
the Roman Empire 
meant that England 
was more 
defenceless. 
 
There were a 
number of push 
and pull factors 
resulting in 
migration: climate, 
change, resources, 
trade 
 
The reasons above 
led to greater 
migration and 
settlement by 
Angles from the 
South of Denmark, 

Archaeologists 
and historians 
believe that our 
species of human 
originated first in 
Africa. They 
believe this 
because that’s 
where they have 
found the earliest 
skeletons of 
homo sapiens. 
 
Following the 
evidence, 
humans migrated 
out of Africa, first 
to the Middle 
East, then to 
Europe, then 
crossed the land 
bridge to Britain. 
 
Historians believe 
that 
technological 
advance in the 

 Pupils learn that British people 
migrated from Britain to 
colonies in modern day USA. 
The push and pull factors 
included religion, trade and land 
ownership. The process of 
settlement that the British 
settlers chose led to conflict 
with the indigenous people. 
 
Pupils learn how European 
powers, including Britain, 
forcibly displaced and traded in 
enslaved Africans for the manual 
labour needed to grow the crops 
in North American colonies. 
 
Pupils further develop their 
understanding that Black people 
have been present in Britain 
since before the Empire, from 
the Roman occupation of 
Britain.  
 
The experiences of Black people 
in Britain are varied: before the 
Empire, pupils will learn of high 

Around 900 AD 
we find that the 
Ancient Maya 
civilisation 
shows signs of 
decline with 
evidence of large 
migration from 
southern cities 
to northern.  
 
Pupils consider 
evidence to help 
them come to 
their own 
interpretation of 
what caused the 
migration, 
drawing on their 
understanding of 
reason for 
migration 
developed in 
previous topics. 

The Industrial 
Revolution led 
to the migration 
of people from 
countryside to 
town/cities. 
Pupils explore 
the impact of 
this migration on 
living conditions 
and employment 
for children. 
 
 

Pupils 
encounter 
warfare as a 
reason for 
migration when 
looking at 
evacuation. 
 
They learn 
about the 
contribution of 
the countries of 
the British 
Empire in WWII. 
 
They learn 
about migration 
due to post 
WWII labour 
shortages; the 
invitation of 
Caribbean, 
Indian and 
Pakistani 
people. 
 



different peoples, 
analysing evidence 
that demonstrates 
that people from 
North Africa, and 
Asia migrated to 
Britain with the 
Romans. They learn 
that this included 
nobility and high 
ranking officers in 
the army. They 
learn that people 
who migrated 
settled in Britain 
and there is 
evidence of inter- 
marrying with the 
indigenous 
population. 
 
Pupils also consider 
whether the Roman 
Empire brought its 
culture to Britain 
and what impact 
that had on the 
people already 
living there. 

Jutes from North 
Holland and
Saxons from 
Germany. Their 
settlement was so 
successful that it 
lead to the 
development of 
Anglo-Saxon 
culture and 
dominance. 
 
After a period of 
Viking raids on 
Anglo-Saxon 
monasteries, the 
Vikings began to 
rapidly settle in 
North East England, 
taking control from 
Anglo-Saxon kings. 
 
Pupils will consider 
different 
interpretations of 
the migration and 
settlement of 
Anglo-Saxon and 
Viking peoples, and 
the role that 
perspective and 
bias has in shaping 
these 
interpretations. 

Stone Age and 
Bronze Age (i.e. 
farming that led 
to the change 
from the Old 
Stone Age to the 
New Stone Age; 
bronze- making 
that led to the 
change from the 
New Stone Age to 
the Bronze Age) 
came with 
migrating 
peoples from 
Africa, the Middle 
East and Europe. 
 
 

ranking Black soldiers in Roman 
Britain; of John Blanke as a 
skilled and valued musician in 
King Henry’s court; of the Black 
people employed in the navy or 
as soldiers and were seen as 
playing a significant role in the 
Battle of Trafalgar. This long 
presence meant that there were 
free Black people in Britain 
during the Empire. 
However, due to Britain’s role in 
transatlantic slavery, some 
enslaved people were brought 
to Britain to be employed as 
enslaved servants. 
 
Pupils will learn that as the 
power of the East India 
Company grew in India, more 
Britons migrated to India to 
support the company’s 
government of India. Their 
actions in India caused greater 
migration of Indian people to 
Britain, in particular due to the 
jobs of ayahs and lascars. 
 
The East India Docks meant that 
there was a large lascar 
community in the East End, in 
our local area. 
 
British interest in trade routes 
led to territory in Somaliland 
(modern day Somalia, Eritrea 
and Dijbouti). Due to their job, 
some Somali sailors would 
migrate to Britain living in 
communities around ports, in 
particular in London and Cardiff.  
Pupils explore the experience of 
Ibrahim Ismaa’il. 

 


