
Once Upon a Phoenix…Part 2  

A collaborative story making project  

 

Dear children 

 

I hope you are well. Thank you so much for your incredible drawings about Ashes and the 

land of Aurora. You will notice that your ideas have been included in Part 2! 

 

Part 2  

Ashes walked around his Oak Tree calling for his mum, dad and his little sister Dixy. But 

again, there was no reply. Ashes used to find his little sister very annoying. He couldn’t do 

anything without her copying him. ‘She’s so annoying mum,’ he used to say. ‘She only copies 

you because she loves you and looks up to you,’ said his mum. ‘Ugh,’ he grunted. But Ashes 

was beginning to get worried and suddenly only remembered all the positive things about 

his sister and his mum and dad.  

Some rabbits and deer passed by him and stopped. Their faces were very serious. They 

looked shocked to see Ashes. 

‘Hi Ashes,’ they said. 

 ‘Hi, he replied. ‘Have you seen my family? They didn’t tell me they were going shopping. 

And why is everything covered in dirt? Why are all of you covered in dirt? Is your bath 

broken? Come and use mine….’ 

‘Ashes, we can’t come any closer. Do you not remember the Emergency?’ they asked. 

‘What is the Emergency?’ he queried, feeling very confused. 

‘There was a forest fire Ashes. Everyone who had travelled outside of Aurora before the 

Emergency was not allowed to return. So, that’s why your family is not here. They 

evacuated as many as they could. They couldn’t find you anywhere and everyone was so 

worried about you,’ they said.  

Ashes suddenly remembered that he had been creating a bug treasure hunt. He 

remembered planting one of the clues on the highest branch of the Oak Tree (playing on the 

top branch was not permitted by his parents!). From the top of the tree he saw the famous 

crystal blue mystical lake, Lake Cara, situated in the heart of Aurora. Lake Cara means lake 

of friends in English. 



‘Is your wing ok?’ asked one of the rabbits. 

Ashes looked at his left wing and to his amazement he noticed it was burnt. He looked at his 

right wing and although it wasn’t burnt it was covered in dirt. Where were his beautiful 

rainbow coloured wings? he wondered. ‘What happened to me?’ as asked. 

‘The smoke from the fire probably put you into a deep sleep for the last three weeks. We 

were allowed to return to Aurora to help the plants and trees recover,’ they said.  

Ashes realised that he must have fallen off the top branch and then fell asleep under the 

tree. He couldn’t believe he had been asleep for three weeks. It was starting to make sense.  

He tried to flap his wings, but the left wing was painful to flap. ‘Can you fix my wing,’ he 

asked.  

The rabbits and the deer looked down except for one deer who looked Ashes straight in the 

eye and said, ‘We are not allowed to come close to you………Sorry.’ 

 

Task 1 

1. Draw/paint a picture of Ashes’ happy memories of him with his family e.g. birthdays 

etc. 

2. Write a list of things that Ashes appreciates about his mum, dad and sister 

3. Draw a picture or tell the story of why the rabbits and the deer can’t get close to 

Ashes 

4. Draw picture or tell the story of how Lake Cara got its name 

 

I can’t wait to receive your ideas! Email them to school if you can. If you can’t keep them in 

a folder and we will share them when we are reunited back in school.  

Till next week…….Julianne x  


