
Handwriting at Blue Gate Fields Junior School 

 

 teaching and activity resources commentary 

1 Explain the learning intention and 

point out the vocabulary to be used in the 
lesson. 
 

Vocabulary poster 
 

Keep the learning intention separate from the 
flipchart so that it is displayed throughout the 
lesson and can be referred to easily. 

2 Seating position 

 sitting position  (chair pulled in, square 
to the table, straight backs) 

 angle of page / board  ( 30 degree angle 
and slide the page forward) 

 holding pen correctly ( try the white tip 
finger test!) 

 
 

Handwriting code The code is a checklist which reminds the 
children of the necessary procedures.  It  
encourages understanding of the physicality of 
the lesson -  it is not a passive lesson!  Ensure 
children adjust seating for comfort and good 
handwriting posture, this will help to will 
encourage a serious attitude towards the task.  
We are aiming to eradicate bad habits eg leaning 
on elbows! 
You might try creating short cuts eg ‘chair check’ 
or knocking on the back of chairs as a reminder. 
1, 2, 3 , 4 feet flat on the floor. 
 

3 Show the pattern 
 What does it remind you of? 

 Analyse the pattern 

 Bring the children’s attention to the 
features of the pattern (triangle shapes, 
rugby balls, parallel downstrokes, 
horizontal strokes etc). 
 

Keep the modelled 
flip chart for the 
children to refer to as 
the lesson 
progresses. 

This is helping the children to see the features of 
the pattern and to make them personal to them. 
 
You will be creating visual metaphors for the 
patterns they are making. 

4 Patterns in the air 
 Teacher makes a physical representation 

of the pattern and letters in the air, 
continuously emphasising the 
vocabulary of handwriting 

 Children emulate 

 Children show partners the patterns 
 

 You will be enabling the children to feel the 
pattern’s rhythm.  Enlarging the pattern frees up 
the children to work in large scale, with the hand 
movements linking the physical movement with 
the vocabulary of handwriting.  

 

5 White board work 
 Teacher models pattern, letter or joining 

making explicit the actions using the 
correct vocabulary 

 Pupils show boards (teacher is 
continously intervening in the process to 
demonstrate and show skills required) 

 Pupils show boards to partners, checking 
writing against the modelled examples 
 

White boards You are now moving towards writing on paper.  
This  activity is a quick, continuous, non-
permanent and low risk activity, providing an 
opportunity to use different pens.  The activity 
provides an opportunity to self assess and focus 
on areas of difficulty and therefore areas 
requiring improvement.  
 
Partner work encourages a critical eye. 

6 Paper 
 Model tracing over the lines  

 Ink in the lines, constantly refering to 
the pattern’s vocabulary 

 Children copy activity on sheets 

Pattern sheets Remember to emphasise correct seating and 
posture. 
Continue to refer to the pattern’s vocabulary and 
shapes. 
Pupils might create oversized patterns, letters or 
joins intially before they ‘shrink’ them to real-life 
handwriting size. 
 

7 Self-assessment 
 Children, with partners, use the success 

criteria to assess their progress and 
needs for improvement. 

Modelled flip chart 
papers 

You will need to constantly remind the children 
to practice and use their skills in all lessons.  
Build in opportunities for mini-practice of letter 
formation and common joins. Perfecting ‘ing’ will 
have immediate impact, for example. 
 

 


