
 Worship and Beliefs 

religion, worship, beliefs 
gods, goddesses, deities 
conversion, pagans 
ritual, ceremonies, rites, sacrifice, offerings, festivals, celebrations 
priests, priestesses, monks 
temples, pyramids, burial sites, churches, monasteries 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

The Ancient Greeks: 

 
The Romans in Britain: Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 
Stone Age to 
Iron Age: 

Ancient 
Egyptians: 

The British 
Empire: 

Ancient Maya: 

 
Changes in 
Children’s 
rights: 

World War II: 

religion, 
worship, 
beliefs 
gods, 
goddesses, 
deities 
conversion, 
pagans 
 

Pupils learn that the 
Ancient Greeks had 
multiple gods and 
goddesses that 
were  
linked to different 
aspects of Ancient 
Greek life. The 
Ancient Greeks 
believed that these 
deities could offer 
protection and 
needed to be 
pleased

 

The Romans were 
influenced by the 
Greeks and absorbed 
their belief system 
using Roman names. 
Romans allowed 
conquered peoples to 
continue worshipping 
their gods as long as 
they were respectful of 
the Roman gods. 
 
They often made links 
and included the 
conquered people’s 
gods into the Roman 
belief system. This 
helped create peace in 
the Empire. 
Through the Roman 
Empire Britain was 
introduced to 
Christianity for the first 
time (although there 
were not many 
conversions to 
Christianity, Christians 
in Britain were those 
who had travelled from 
other places in the 
Empire). 

Pupils explore 
different artefacts 
and infer that they 
likely have religious 
significance for the 
migrating early 
Anglo-Saxons. They 
learn that they did 
not write about 
their deities but 
that from later 
sources we can 
learn that the 
Anglo-Saxons had 
multiple gods and 
goddesses and were 
considered pagans. 
We can see 
evidence of that in 
the names of the 
days of the week. 

 
-Pupils understand 
that Christianity was 
already present in 
Britain due to the 
Romans, but it was 
during this period 
that Anglo-Saxons 
converted to 
Christianity. 

Pupils learn 
that that the 
historical 
evidence that 
we have been 
left with give 
us no definite 
answers about 
the beliefs of 
people during 
these periods 
of time. 

Pupils learn that 
the Ancient 
Egyptians had 
multiple gods and 
goddesses that 
were  
linked to 
different aspects 
of Ancient 
Egyptian life. The 
Ancient Egyptians 
believed that 
these deities 
could offer 
protection and 
needed to be 
pleased

 
 
Pupils learn that 
Ancient Egypt 
and Nubia shared 
religious beliefs, 
demonstrating 
close connection 
between the two 
kingdoms. 

Pupils will learn 
that the 
freedom to 
practise their 
religion as they 
wanted, and to 
spread the 
‘word of god’ to 
new lands and 
people, was a 
main factor in 
the migration of 
people from 
Britain in North 
America.  
 
Pupils 
understand that 
the preservation 
of culture and 
religious beliefs 
was a way that 
people resisted 
the conditions 
of enslavement. 

Pupils learn that 
the Ancient Maya 
had multiple gods 
and goddesses 
that were  
linked to 
different aspects 
of Ancient Maya 
life and reflected 
the geographical 
context of the 
area. The Ancient 
Maya believed 
that these deities 
could offer 
protection and 
needed to be 
pleased

 

 Pupils learn that 
Nazi Germany 
persecuted 
Jewish people 
due to their 
religion. 



Pupils learn that 
Vikings also had 
multiple gods and 
goddesses. 

temples, 
pyramids, 
burial sites, 
churches, 
monasteries 
 

Temples were 
dedicated to 
different gods. 
Pupils understand 
that temples were 
very important to 
the Ancient Greeks 
because they were 
homes for Ancient 
Greek gods and 
goddesses. They 
visit the Parthenon 
sculptures and 
architecture at the 
British Museum. 
 

Temples were 
dedicated to different 
gods. 

Pupils explore 
Anglo-Saxon grave 
goods. They infer 
that the burial site 
and grave goods 
suggest religious 
beliefs. Grave goods 
may suggest beliefs 
such as the person 
needing the object 
ion an afterlife, that 
the person’s spirit 
may be angry if 
people kept their 
belongings or that 
the goods are 
offerings to gods 
etc. 
 
 Pupils learn about 
the role of setting 
up churches and 
monasteries in 
spreading 
Christianity across 
Britain. They learn 
that monasteries 
were important 
centres of 
education and that 
the riches of the 
churches attracted 
the Vikings to raid 
them. 

Pupils learn 
that historians 
suggest that 
stone circles 
may have been 
communal 
meeting places 
for religious 
ceremonies or 
rituals. 
 
Long mounds 
of earth were 
used for burials 
called a long 
barrow. 
 
 
 

 

-Pyramids were 
used as burial 
sites. 
 
 Pupils discuss 
their opinions on 
Egyptologists 
removing 
artefacts from 
pyramids to be 
displayed in 
British museums. 
 

 Temple pyramids 
were used for 
religious 
ceremonies. 
 
 
This was different 
to the Ancient 
Egyptians, who 
used pyramids as 
burial sites. 

 
Religion and 
rituals were of 
high importance 
so priests had a 
high status. This 
is reflected in the 
buildings left 
behind by the 
Ancient Maya. 

Churches 
continued to be 
main centres of 
education, 
providing basic 
Sunday schools 
to develop 
poorer people’s 
literacy skills. 

 

ritual, 
ceremonies, 
rites, 
sacrifice, 
offerings, 

Pupils learn that 
Ancient Greeks built 
temples to their 
Gods to protect 
them from harm 
and they placed 

-Offerings were left at 
temples to please the 
gods. 
 

Pupils explore 
different artefacts 
that likely have 
religious 
significance.  
 

Pupils explore 
early Stone 
Age artefacts 
and learn that 
some 
historians 

Pupils learn that 
Pharaohs needed 
to show that they 
were pleasing 
the gods to 

 Human sacrifices 
were performed 
in temple 
pyramids to 
please the gods. 

  



festivals, 
celebrations 
 

statues of gods and 
goddesses there so 
they could worship 
and make sacrifices 
to them when they 
needed to.  They 
also brought 
offerings, usually 
food, to the 
temples when they 
prayed. 
 
-Pupils research the 
festival/celebration 
of the Olympics. 
They learn that the 
modern Olympics 
that we celebrate 
today began in 
Ancient Greece. 
In Ancient Greece 
the Olympics were 
held to honour 
Zeus, but just like 
today the victory at 
the Olympics 
brought the 
athletes the 
greatest prestige 
and celebration. 

Viking warriors tried 
to please the gods 
and earn a place in 
Valhalla by acting 
valiantly in battle. 

interpret the 
antler 
headdress as 
evidence of 
spiritual beliefs 
and as 
artefacts used 
in rituals.  

secure their 
power. 
 
Pupils learn 
about the 
intricacies of 
Ancient Egypt 
burial rites to 
develop an 
understanding of 
how beliefs 
affected 
behaviour and 
practices. 

 The modern  
Olympics are 
explored in the Y4 
Geography  topic 
‘Olympic Legacy’ 
 

 

 


