
Blue Gate Fields Junior School 
 

         Catch-Up Premium Plan 
 

Summary information 

School Blue Gate Fields Junior School 

Academic Year 2020-21 Total Catch-Up Premium £27,360 Number of pupils 342 

 

Guidance 

 
Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be 
substantial, and the scale of our response must match the scale of the challenge. 

 

Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in years’ reception through 
to 11 in two instalments, one this financial year and a second in the next financial year. 

 
As the catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be 

 available for the 2020 to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ baselines in calculating future years’ funding allocations. 

Use of Fund Education Endowment Fund Recommendations 



 
Blue Gate Fields Junior School will use this funding for specific activities to 
support our pupils to catch up for lost teaching over the previous months, in 
line with the guidance on curriculum expectations for the next academic year. 

 
Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their 
cohort and circumstances. 

The EEF advises the following: 

Teaching and whole school 

strategies 

➢ Supporting great teaching 

➢ Pupil assessment and feedback 

➢ Transition support 
Targeted approaches 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education 
Endowment Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) 
support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all 
pupils. Blue Gate Fields Junior School has used this document to aid the 
direction of our additional funding in the most effective way. 

➢ One to one and small group tuition 

➢ Intervention programmes 
 

Wider strategies 
➢ Supporting parent and carers 

➢ Access to technology 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1


 
Identified impact of lockdown 

 
Reading 

 
Children accessed reading during lockdown more than any other subject. This is something that was more accessible for families and required 
less teacher input. However, children are less fluent in their reading and the gap between those children that read widely and those children 
who do not is now increasingly wide. There is a loss of stamina in both reading and writing. 

 
Talk 

“Talk is the sea upon which all else floats!” James Britton. 
Many pupils have not been exposed to the range of academic language and language structures  that the school setting offers in both 
structured and informal settings.  

Mental 
wellbeing 

Studies during lockdown have demonstrated that children have many anxieties around lockdown .This combined with the fact that some pupils 
have family members who have been severely ill or died has  heighted our need for a structured intervention programme and individual 
bereavement counselling. Social interactions with peers have been severely restricted and pupils may feel anxious about a return to school. 



    

ACTION Intended outcomes and success 
criteria 

Evidence and rationale Cost Staff 
lead 

Review 
date? 

Supporting teaching: 
 

To ensure subject leaders and year group 
leaders are aware of the impact of missed 
learning in their subject and cohort.  Staff 
training to identify missed learning and 
strategies to address the gaps [literacy and 
numeracy] 
THEP CPD training 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Great teaching is the most 

important lever schools have to 

improve outcomes for their 

pupils. 

Ensuring every teacher is supported and 

prepared for the new year is essential to 

achieving the best outcomes for pupils. 

is likely to be valuable. EEF Covid 19 

Support Guide For Schools 
 

10x£60= 
£600 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SLT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 2021 

Reading 
Reading fluency [March 2021] – whole class 
 
 

 

 Increased fluency, 
comprehension and 
enjoyment of reading 

 Increased pupil confidence 
and stamina 

 Increased stamina and 
proficiency in writing. 

 

On average, reading comprehension 
approaches deliver and additional six 
months’ progress.  
EEF 2020 

£78.00 x 4 
=£312 
 

PB 
S Ali 

 



Targeted reading interventions [phonics and 
comprehension] 
Teacher 1 day per week  

 

 Identified children will have 
significantly increased rates 
of reading fluency. They will 
be able to comprehend 
reading better as a result of 
being able to read at pace 
without spending their 
working memory decoding. 
They will be confident 
readers and dips in reading 
attainment will be negated. 

 

Phonics has a positive impact overall 

(+5 months) with very extensive 

evidence and is an important 

component in the development of 

early reading skills, particularly for 

children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. 

On average, reading comprehension 

approaches deliver and additional six 

months’ progress.  

EEF 2020 

£200 x 15 = 
£3000 

PB  
S Ali 

 

Teaching assessment and feedback 
 

Purchase of NFER tests 

 

 
 Teachers have a very clear 

understanding of what gaps in 
learning remain and use this 
to inform assessments of 
learning that are aligned with 
standardised norms, giving a 
greater degree of confidence 
and accuracy of assessments. 

 

Assessment can help teachers 

determine how to most effectively 

support their pupils. Every pupil will 

have been affected differently by 

Covid-19. 

 
Setting aside time to enable teachers 

to assess pupils’ wellbeing and learning 

needs is likely to make it easier for 

teachers and other school staff to 

provide effective support. 

EEF Covid 19 Support Guide For 

Schools 

 
 

£2000 
SA  

Transition support 

Year 6 parent and pupil transition workshops 
with Dr Julianne Mullen 

 Parents are aware of the 
social and emotional 
challenges pupils may face 
upon transition and how to 
discuss these with pupils. 

 Pupils fears and anxieties are 
discussed and explored in a 
safe and supportive 
environment. 

 Pupils are guided to explore 
strategies to use to alleviate 

Social and emotional learning 

approaches have a positive impact, on 

average, of 4 months’ additional 

progress in academic outcomes over 

the course of an academic year. EEF 

£200 x 3= 
£600 JM  



them. 

An additional day of Social and emotional 
learning support 

Provision for whole class and additional 
individual therapy sessions with Dr Julianne 
Mullen  

3200 

 Self-awareness: expand children’s 
emotional vocabulary and support 
them to express emotions. 

 Self-regulation: teach children to 
use self-calming strategies and 
positive self-talk to help deal with 
intense emotions. 

 Social awareness: use stories to 
discuss others’ emotions and 
perspectives. 

 Relationship skills: role play good 
communication and listening skills. 

 

 Responsible decision-making: teach 
and practise problem solving 
strategies. 

Interventions which focus on 

improving social interaction tend to be 

more successful (+6 months) than 

those focusing on personal and 

academic outcomes (+4 months) or 

those aimed at preventing 

problematic behaviour (+5 months) 

EEF 

 

 £200 x 32 
= £9600 JM  

Social and emotional learning training for 
teachers 

Three days of training from Dr Julianne Mullen 
to support staff to develop Time to Talk session 
in the classroom and to enable staff to support 
pupils with social interaction in the playground 

As above 
Interventions which focus on 

improving social interaction tend to be 

more successful (+6 months) than 

those focusing on personal and 

academic outcomes (+4 months) or 

those aimed at preventing 

problematic behaviour (+5 months) 

EEF 

Shorter (30 mins or so) frequent 

sessions (4−5 times a week) appear to 

be the most successful structure for 

interventions 

£200 x 3= 
£600 JM  



Purchase of Now Press Play 

To provide an immersive drama based addition 
to the curriculum to replace the educational 
visits that cannot take place. 

Teacher training in the use on NPP 

 To engage and immerse  pupils 
in the curriculum through 
sound, story and movement. 

 To enrich the Cultural Capital 
of our pupils 

Arts participation approaches can 

have a positive impact on academic 

outcomes [+3 months]  in other areas 

of the curriculum. EEF 

There is intrinsic value in teaching 

pupils creative and performance skills 

and ensuring disadvantaged pupils 

access a rich and stimulating arts 

education. EEF 

There is some evidence to suggest 

a causal link between arts education 

and the use of arts-based approaches 

with overall educational attainment. 

EEF 

£2000 
SA  

Homework/ learning support resources 

 Purchase of CGP books for year 6 to 
support remote learning [Feb-March 
2021] 

 Purchase of CGP books for pupils in yrs 3-
5 to consolidate learning during the 
Summer holidays  

 To provide additional 
support for year 6 pupils to 
access the maths and English 
curriculum at home. 

 To prepare year 6 pupils for  
the SATs in the Summer term 
and to give them a firm 
foundation for secondary 
school. 

 To consolidate and reinforce 
the learning in years 3-5 

Homework has a positive impact on 

average (+ 3 months), in primary 

schools. 

Year 6  
£2578 
 
Years 3-5 
£7000 
approx 

SA  

Purchase of Chrome book licenses 
Purchase of Lomm license 

 To enable laptops to 
be converted to 
Chrome books for 
safe access to the 
school internet at 
home. 

 To enable our most 
disadvantaged pupils 
to access the remote 
learning 

 To enable teachers to 
record bespoke 
lessons/ give 

Ensuring access to technology is key, 

particularly for disadvantaged pupils. 

EEF AprilL 2020 

£ 500  
  



feedback on the 
LOOM platform 

Total budgeted cost from Catch Up Funding 
Grant 

£27,360 

Total budgeted cost from school budget £1,419 

Total cost £28,779 

 
 

 



 

+ 


