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chronology, 
century, 
decade, AD, 
BE, CE, BCE, 
long ago, past, 
prehistory, 
present 
era, time 
period, time 
line 

Pupils are 
explicitly taught 
the historical 
terminology 
relating to 
chronology: time 
period, time line 
and the concepts 
of BC/ BCE and 
AD/CE.  
 
Through the use 
of a scaled 
timeline pupils 
get a sense of 
how long ago the 
Ancient Greek era 
was. 
 
As the first 
history topic in 
KS2, this will form 
the foundation 
for the building of 
their internal 

Pupils identify 
the time 
period on a 
timeline to 
place it in 
context to 
previous study 
and modern 
day. 

Pupils identify the 
time period on a 
timeline to place it 
in context to 
previous study and 
modern day. 

Pupils identify the 
time period on a 
timeline to place it in 
context to previous 
study and modern 
day. 
 
Pupils build a timeline 
out of paper strips to 
begin to understand 
the relative size of the 
time periods. 
 
Pupils learn that 
prehistory means 
‘before history’. 
Prehistoric Britain 
refers to a time in 
Britain before a 
written language was 
used. 
In Britain, this is the 
era before the country 
became part of the 

Pupils identify the 
time period on a 
timeline to place it 
in context to 
previous study and 
modern day. 

Pupils identify the 
time period on a 
timeline to place it 
in context to 
previous study and 
modern day. 

Pupils identify 
the time period 
on a timeline to 
place it in 
context to 
previous study 
and modern day 
 
Pupils build a 
scaled timeline 
out of paper 
strips to begin to 
understand the 
relative length of 
the time 
periods. 
 
They understand 
that we are 
looking at a 
civilisation that 
spans over a long 
period of time 
(3550 years) 
compared to the 

Pupils identify the 
time period on a 
timeline to place 
it in context to 
previous study 
and modern day. 
 

Pupils identify 
the time period 
on a timeline to 
place it in 
context to 
previous study 
and modern 
day. 



sense of historical 
chronology, as 
they will place 
consequent 
historical periods 
studied by 
questioning if it 
was before or 
after the Greeks 
and so on. 

Roman Empire in AD 
43. 
The prehistoric period 
lasted for hundreds of 
thousands of years so 
it is divided up into 
different ages: 
Stone Age, 
Bronze Age and  
Iron Age. 
Each is age is named 
after the way that 
people made tools and 
weapons. 
 

time periods in 
British History. 

Pupils notice 
that British 
history involves 
more invaders 
and settlers 
throughout the 
same time 
period, leading 
to more change 
in culture. 
 

continuity, 
change 
cause, 
causation, 
consequence 
 
key/significant  
 

Pupils explore the 
idea of continuity 
through 
comparing the 
past with the 
present day: they 
learn that Ancient 
Greece was 
governed 
differently to 
modern Greece, 
although both 
consider 
themselves as 
democracies. 
 
The Ancient 
Greeks did 
identify as or view 
themselves as 
being ‘Greek’ but 
rather as 
belonging to their 
polis. 
 
It is considered a 
legacy of the 
Athenians to have 
been the first to 

Pupils consider 
the process of 
change and 
whether it 
always 
happens 
smoothly and 
peacefully, by 
learning about 
Boudicca’s 
resistance to 
Roman 
invasion. 
 
 
By comparing 
Greek and 
Roman gods, 
pupils also 
build an 
understanding 
of continuity 
and influence. 
 
They also learn 
that Romans 
allowed 
conquered 
peoples to 

When exploring 
the Sutton Hoo 
grave goods, 
pupils are made 
aware of the 
images on helmet 
displaying 
continuity with, 
and influence 
from, the Romans- 
their ideas and 
artistic styles

Pupils further 
explore continuity 
and change by 
learning about 
religious change 
and continuity: 
the belief-systems 
of the peoples 
(including Anglo-
Saxons) of Britain 
were diverse and 
existed alongside 
each other, but 
over a long time 
period (nearly 
1000 years) 
Christianity 

Pupils explore change 
and continuity in 
people’s ways of life: 
in the settlements that 
they lived in or the 
way that they 
gathered food or tools 
that they used.  
 
New inventions and 
changes in technology 
created change in 
people’s lives. 
 
In the late Stone Age 
(Neolithic), people’s 
ways of live changed 
significantly because 
they began to settle 
into farming 
communities like 
Skara Brae, instead of 
moving from place to 
place. 
People started to keep 
animals as pets and 
grow their own crops. 

Pupils will organise 
their learning using 
the causes and 
consequences tree 
to frame their 
understanding of 
the factors that led 
to the beginning of 
British colonisation 
in North America. 
 
Pupils understand 
that a consequence 
of the Transatlantic 
Slave and Triangular 
trade was the 
development of the 
West India docks 
locally.  
 
Pupils will have an 
understanding that 
there has been a 
continued presence 
of Black people in 
Britain before the 
Empire. We have 
evidence from over 
a thousand years 

Pupils explore 
change and 
continuity by 
learning about the 
rule of Egypt: 

Ancient Egypt, 
during the last 400 
years of it being a 
powerful 
civilsation, actually 
was ruled by 
conqerors from its 
neighbouring 
civilisations. At 
different points it 
was ruled by 
Libyan, Nubian, 
Assyrian and Greek 
pharaohs.  
 
However they all 
ruled as though 
they were native 
Egyptian pharaohs 
and not as though 
Ancient Egypt was 
just part of their 
civilsation’s 
empire. They 

 Pupils explore the 
change and 
continuity in 
children’s lives 
during the Iron 
Age, Roman and 
Viking ages of 
British history. 
 
Pupils learn how 
new inventions 
and changes in 
technology 
during the 
Industrial 
Revolution led to 
changes in 
settlements and 
living conditions 
for many people. 
 
They then explore 
the relatively 
rapid change that 
occurred during 
the Victorian 
period, and the 
factors that led to 
this change: the 

Pupils will 
organise their 
learning using 
the causes and 
consequences 
tree to frame 
their 
understanding 
of the factors 
that led to the 
beginning war 
with Nazi 
Germany. 
 
Pupils explore 
the changes to 
daily life that 
occurred as a 
result of the 
war—
evacuation, air 
raids, rationing 
etc. 
 
In their study of 
the Battle of 
Cable Street, 
pupils learn that 



invent and use 
democracy, and 
their influence 
has continued 
today as many 
countries use a 
version of 
democracy today. 
 

continue 
worshipping 
their gods as 
long as they 
were 
respectful of 
the Roman 
gods. 
They often 
made links and 
included the 
conquered 
people’s gods 
into the Roman 
belief system. 
Pupils notice 
how this 
continuity 
helped create 
peace in the 
Empire. 
 

eventually became 
the main religion 
of a unified 
England. 
The change to 
Christianity was 
not an inevitable 
or easy process.  
There was 
continuity from 
the Roman era: 
Christianity was 
already present in 
Britain. 

Pupils also learn 
about change by 
studying the 
emergence of the 
Old English 
language. 
 

Stone circles began to 
appear as possible 
meeting places. 
 
In the Bronze Age, 
people started to 
make tools from 
bronze rather than 
stone as they 
discovered how to 
extract metal from 
rocks. 
People were able to 
build better tools for 
farming. 
They also began to 
produce weapons and 
jewellery. 
People began to trade 
copper, tin and 
precious objects with 
mainland Europe. 
 
In the Iron Age, 
iron became the main 
metal for making tools 
and weapons. 
Farming improved due 
to better tools. 
Population grew, 
probably as a result of 
improved farming. 
Often Iron Age people 
are called ‘Celts’. 
 
However, daily life did 
not change drastically: 
people continued to 
farm, cook, make 
clothes, make tools 
and pottery. However 
it was beginning to 
happen on a larger 
scale. 

ago, during the 
Roman occupation 
of Britain. 
 
Pupils will begin to 
deepen their 
understanding that 
countries will have 
changed names and 
territory 
throughout history. 
 
Through the 
construction of a 
timeline, pupils can 
make connections 
about the gradual 
causation and 
consequences of 
events that led to 
the British rule in 
India. 
 

continued Ancient 
Egyptian culture, 
with small nods to 
their own heritage. 
 
Puipls focus on 
one particular 
civilisation that 
established a 
dynasty in Egypt: 
the Nubians. 
 

actions of a group 
of people, of 
charities, of 
significant 
individuals and 
government.  
 
They consider if 
Dr Barnado and 
Lord Shaftesbury 
can be considered 
to be significant 
individuals. 
 
They consider 
change from 
relatively recent 
history (the living 
memory of adults 
they know) to the 
present day. 

Tower Hamlets 
has been home 
to changing 
populations 
throughout the 
years. 
 
Cable Street, 
just outside of 
our school, was 
where a 
significant event 
took place. 
 
They explore 
the changes in 
women’s role 
due to the war. 
 
 



 
 
Pupils also learn that 
our (historians) ideas 
change as new 
discoveries are made. 

rise 
fall, decline 
 

Pupils explore 
Alexander the 
Great’s empire 
and learn that the 
death of 
Alexander the 
Great affected 
the decline of the 
Ancient Greek 
civilisation. 
 

Pupils explore 
the decline of 
Roman control 
in Britain and 
why the 
Romans had to 
retreat back 
towards Rome. 

Pupils make links 
and understand 
that as the 
Romans had left, 
the power vacuum 
allowed for 
invaders and 
migrating peoples 
to come more 
freely, leading to 
the rise of the 
Anglo-Saxon 
culture in Britian. 
 
Pupils learn about 
the move towards 
a unified England 
under a single 
monarchy during 
this time period. 
 
They also learn 
how Anglo-Saxon 
or Viking kings 
were replaced by 
the Norman king, 
William the 
Conqueror, due to 
his victory at the 
Battle of Hastings. 

Pupils learn that he 
Iron Age period ended 
with the invasion of 
the Romans in AD 43. 

Pupils explore the 
factors that led to 
the decline of the 
British Empire. 

Pupils learn that 
the Egyptian 
civilisation finally 
ended when it 
became part of the 
Roman Empire in 
30 BCE as a 
province called 
Aegyptus. 
 
During the New 
Kingdom period, 
Ancient Egypt was 
attacked by 
various other 
people until 
Alexander the 
Great (an Ancient 
Greek king) 
conquered it. 
The last Egyptian 
pharaoh was 
Queen Cleopatra. 
She fell in love 
with Julius Caesar 
(Roman ruler – 
dictator) and Mark 
Antony (a Roman 
General). 
Cleopatra and 
Antony fought the 
Romans (who 
were led by 
Caesar’s son 
Octavianus) but 
Egypt was 
defeated. 

Pupils learn that 
the decline of 
the Ancient 
Maya civilisation 
occurred only 
roughly 500 
years ago, which 
is much more 
recently than the 
other 
civilisations we 
have studied 
(Roman and 
British Iron Age, 
Ancient Greek 
and Ancient 
Egypt). 
 
They explore the 
invasion of the 
Ancient Maya of 
the civilisation 
by the Spanish. 
 
 

Within the time 
period, pupils 
track and explore 
changes in 
attitudes towards 
and experiences 
of children. 
 
Pupils explore the 
consequences of 
the change in 
laws on children’s 
rights 
 
 

Pupils learn how 
the war ended. 



Egypt became part 
of the Roman 
Empire. 

impact, 
influence, 
legacy 
 

Pupils explore the 
continued 
influence of the 
civilisation: 
 
-Democracy 
-Architecture 
(columns) 
through walk 
along Cable 
Street and visit to 
British Museum. 
-Alphabet  
-Olympics 
 
They also 
understand the 
role that Greek 
migration 
through the 
establishment of 
trade colonies 
had in spreading 
Ancient Greek 
culture outside of 
the Ancient Greek 
territory. They 
also learn about 
the role of 
Alexander the 
Great in 
spreading Ancient 
Greek influence 
through his 
empire. 

Pupils explore 
the continued 
influence of 
the civilisation: 
 
-Latin influence 
on the English 
language 
-Roman 
Numerals 
-Roman 
building in 
Britian –roads, 
Hadrian’s wall. 
-Art such as 
mosaics 
 
 

Pupils explore the 
continued 
influence of the 
civilisation: 
 
- Modern names of 
the days of the 
week are derived 
from Anglo-Saxon 
deities 
-Viking town 
names 
-The emergence of 
Old English, which 
develops into the 
modern English we 
speak today. 

 The legacy of 
Triangular trade 
with Africa and the 
Caribbean is still 
visible in the 
buildings and name 
that we see and use 
today. 
 
Pupils will 
understand that the 
creation of a British 
Empire led to 
increased migration 
from Britain to 
other countries in 
the Empire, and 
from the Empire to 
Britain. 
 
In the Y6 WWII 
topic, pupils will 
learn about the 
contributions of the 
British Empire to 
the British war 
effort. 

Pupils explore the 
continued 
influence of the 
civilisation: 

 
-Egyptology in the 
early 20th century. 
-Ancient Egyptian 
artefacts and 
mummies being 
displayed in British 
Museums. Pupils 
explore the 
positives and 
negatives of this. 

The Maya 
civilisation was 
further altered 
by the invasion 
and conquest of 
the Spanish 
(which is why 
the modern-day 
countries in the 
Ancient Maya 
territory speak 
Spanish now). 
 
Pupils explore 
the continued 
influence of the 
civilisation: 
 
-The modern 
Maya retain 
aspects of their 
original culture 
today. 
 
-The temple 
pyramids are 
popular tourist 
attractions 
today, and as a 
result are still 
important to the 
culture of the 
modern 
countries 

Pupils explore the 
continued 
influence of the 
time period: 
 
-Compulsory 
schooling 
-More laws 
protecting 
children’s rights 
 
-UN Convention 
on the Rights of 
the Child 

Pupils explore 
the continued 
impact of the 
time period: 
 
-continued 
commemoration 
of the WWII 
(memorials, VE 
day). 
 
-bomb damage 
of the East End 
and other cities 
in Britain and 
Europe. 
 
-the post-war 
invitation of 
migrants from 
the Empire to 
support the 
rebuilding of 
Britain. 
 
 
 

 


