
The History of Santa Claus
th December, thousands of children around the UK will be excitedly 

waiting for Santa Claus. As he is so mysterious, there are many different stories 
about where Santa Claus first came from.

Was Odin Santa Claus?

One idea about the origin of Santa Claus comes from the Norse god Odin. One 
tale says that Odin flew through the sky on a chariot and dropped presents into 
children’s shoes while they slept. Odin’s chariot was pulled through the air by a 
horse with eight legs. Although this story is similar to the story of Santa Claus, 
some people think that Santa Claus was a kind person named Saint Nicholas.

Who Was Saint Nicholas?

believe that Saint Nicholas, who was famous for being kind and generous, is 
the true origin of Santa Claus. One of the most famous tales of Saint Nicholas 
shares similarities with today’s Santa Claus.

Saint Nicholas and the Three Daughters

about three daughters who were so poor that they were about to be forced 
to become enslaved. When he heard the sad tale of the three girls, Saint 
Nicholas wanted to do something to help; he was wealthy and often 
gave money to people who were in need. One night, he threw a bag of 
coins through a window and the first daughter was saved from 
enlavement. The next night, Saint Nicholas threw another bag 
of coins through the window for the second daughter. The 
father of the three daughters wanted to thank the kind 
stranger. Therefore, on the third night, he chose to stay 
awake. However, Saint Nicholas saw him waiting at the 
window and dropped the coins down the chimney instead. 
When they reached the bottom of the chimney, they landed 
inside a pair of stockings which had been drying by the fire. 
In the morning, the third daughter found the sack of coins 
and all three were saved from becoming enslaved.



Has Santa Claus Always Worn Red?

Today, we see Santa Claus wearing red but this hasn’t always been the case. In 

by John Leech. In one illustration, the Ghost of Christmas Present is drawn 
as a man with a beard and a green and white fur coat. Lots of people believe 
that this was meant to be Santa Claus. A few years later, Thomas Nast, who 
was famous for creating cartoons, drew Santa Claus wearing a red coat. It is 
believed that this drawing made people begin to think that Santa Claus wore 
red instead of green.

Do Children in Other Countries Believe in Santa Claus?

Around the world, there are many stories of people who bring gifts to  

Whatever you believe the true origin of Santa Claus to be, make sure to look out 
of your window on Christmas Eve to see if you can spot him flying past!

The History of Santa Claus

In Finland, Joulupukki wears long, red robes and is said to knock on 

In France, Père Noël is believed to wear 
a long, red cloak and he leaves gifts in 

children’s shoes on Christmas Eve.

In Germany, Santa Claus 
is called Weihnachtsmann.


