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Determiners and articles

Examples: 

the piano    the egg    the new school

Examples: 

a piano     an egg     a new school 

Examples: 

a hospital (h is not silent)    an hour (h is silent) 

A determiner goes before a noun or noun phrase. The most common determiners 
are the, a and an. They are also known as articles. 

The definite article is the. It is normally used when we are talking about 
a particular thing.

The indefinite article is a or an. These are normally used when we are talking 
about a thing in general.

We use a before a word beginning with a consonant and an before a word 
beginning with a vowel. Words beginning with a silent h are exceptions. 
We use an before them because they have a vowel sound.

Warm up

1  Identify the determiners in each sentence below.

 a)  The people, who were waiting at the bus stop, wanted the next bus to be red.

 b)  An artist, who painted in the style of Van Gogh, once entered his work 
in an exhibition.

 c)  A local choir beat a flautist, a clarinettist and a pianist to win first prize 
at the National Music Festival.



29How did you do?

Test yourself

2  Which sentence uses the correct determiner?

 

 a) We eat the cake every day.  

 b) A octopus has eight legs.  

 c) She travels into the London every day for work.  

 d) He wanted to buy a new car.  

3  Choose a, an or the to fill in the gaps in the sentences below.

 a)  Although  tide was coming in, we still managed to have some time 

playing on  beach.

 b)  On Saturday  weather will be humid with  thunderstorm likely.

 c)  Mum asked us to shut  windows because  rain was coming in.

 d)  African elephant has larger ears than  Asian elephant.

 e)  Our class went on  visit to  science museum in London.

 f)  My sister screamed when she saw  large, hairy spider crawl across 
her bedroom.

Challenge yourself
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1. a)  The people, who were waiting at the bus stop, 

wanted the next bus to be red.
 b)  An artist, who painted in the style of Van Gogh, 

once entered his work in an exhibition.
 c)  A local choir beat a flautist, a clarinettist and a 

pianist to win first prize at the National Music 
Festival.

2. He wanted to buy a new car.
3.  a)  Although the tide was coming in, we still managed 

to have some time playing on the / a beach.
 b)  On Saturday the weather will be humid with 

a thunderstorm likely. 
 c)  Mum asked us to shut the windows because the 

rain was coming in.
 d)  An / The African elephant has larger ears than an / 

the Asian elephant.
 e)  Our class went on a / the visit to a / the science 

museum in London.
 f)  My sister screamed when she saw a / the large, 

hairy spider crawl across her bedroom. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   


