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At Blue Gate Fields Junior School, we believe that learning another language will broaden 

children’s opportunities for the future. Spanish offers children the opportunity to grow and 

express themselves, explore the cultural identities of others, communicate with those 

different from them, and inspire a love of language. By exploring the cultural identities of 

others, children further develop their SMSC awareness and cultural capital. Through 

challenging, inspiring, and engaging lessons, we ensure that pupil’s education is set within a 

context that is meaningful and appropriate to their age. 

Through Spanish as a foreign language, we want to deepen our pupils’ knowledge and 

understanding; we aim to inspire a sense of curiosity of the geographical, cultural, and social 

aspects of the Spanish language and how it is used in a conversation. We will ensure our 

pupils have access to high quality, appropriate and authentic opportunities to learn another 

language, with a specialist language teacher, who teaches all MFL classes across the year 

groups at BGFJS.  

The ideas written in a report by The Languages National Steering Group underpins the 

rational for our Spanish curriculum: 

“In the knowledge society of the 21st century, language competence and intercultural 
understanding are not optional extras, they are an essential part of being a citizen.  
Language skills are also vital in improving understanding between people here and in the 
wider world, and in supporting global citizenship by breaking down barriers of ignorance 
and suspicion between nations. 
Learning other languages gives us insight into the people, culture and traditions of other 
countries, and helps us to understand our own language and culture.” (Languages for All: 
Languages for Life, 2002) 
 
Our Aims 
 
We want children to be able to:  

 foster positive attitudes and excitement towards foreign language through a 
range of learning activities 

 explore cultural links and experiences when opportunities arise 

 form a sound foundation for further study in Key Stage 3 and beyond 

 become increasingly familiar with the sounds and written form of a modern 
foreign language 

 use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand 
what they hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and in writing 

 to develop speaking and listening skills and phonological awareness 

 make comparisons between the modern foreign language and English and/or 
other languages 

 increase their cultural awareness by learning about different Spanish speaking 
countries and their people, and to explore their own cultural identities 

 gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement 
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MFL CURRICULUM 
 

Spanish is taught to, and learned by, pupils in Key Stage 2 based on the National 
Curriculum Guidelines. At BGFJS, we follow the i-Languages scheme, a framework that is 
structured to target the four key skills of learning a new language: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. It will be underpinned by the strands of phonology, grammar and 
intercultural understanding. This will create a strong foundation for students who will be 
expected to develop these four skills in KS3. The i-Languages curriculum prepares 
students to work in all four skills. In the classroom, most activities involve more than one 
skill, e.g. listen and repeat, read and say, listen and write. The i-Languages curriculum 
structures the national curriculum attainment targets in a manner that provides a clear 
progression framework so that pupils develop their abilities. It also supports teachers in 
demonstrating appropriate coverage. The knowledge and skills/content are organised 
into a spiralled curriculum where learning is progressively built upon within each unit, 
each year and across Key Stage 2.  
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Overview of Content across KS2 from i-Languages 

 

Planning and Organisation 
 
Across all the year groups at BGFJS, lessons are planned and taught by a specialist teacher. 

The i-Languages scheme is used to support planning and to ensure National Curriculum 

The school is implementing the i-languages programme incrementally across year groups as a new 

language being taught. Coverage planning takes into account our response to school closures. 
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coverage. It is used as a basis for planning and, where appropriate, is adapted to fit the 

needs of our pupils. For each year group in Key Stage 2, the scheme provides a progression 

overview, which includes: skills and knowledge, example contexts and language, and 

statements describing the aims for children in each year group. The i-Languages framework 

guides teachers in planning activities which build on previous learning and aids in identifying 

assessment opportunities in the classroom  

The i-Languages schemes of work provide teachers with lesson plans, sound files to aid in 
accurate pronunciation for non-linguists, and resources to aid in teaching phonemes and 
activities. 
 
All planning and digital resources are saved in the ‘Spanish’ section of the Curriculum Subjects 
on the Staff T-Drive.  
 
Resources 
 
The specialist teacher provides Spanish topic, storybooks and images selected from the 
Schools Library Service each term which supplements the Spanish collection found in the 
school library.  The resources support teaching to help build and encourage children’s 
curiosity for Spanish.  
 
ICT and digital resources are used as and when needed to support learning in class.  
 
The teacher also incorporates Spanish music and art as starters and conversation pieces.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
We use a variety of teaching strategies in Spanish lessons.  Our principal aim is to develop 

and secure the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding and we do this through a 

mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/talk partner/group activities.  

 As with all other subjects, and as outlined in our Teaching and Learning Policy, 
teaching includes approaches termed as ‘the golden threads’ (learning culture, 
growth mindset attitudes, talk and precise vocabulary development). Lessons 
include high-quality talk to support pupils to develop and articulate their thinking. 
Teacher’s plan for the teaching of precise vocabulary to support pupils to use new 
terminology accurately. 

 A culture of growth mind-set is embedded so that pupils feel confident in 
questioning and thinking critically about the cultural perspectives presented to 
them. 

 Strategies to support memory and recall allow pupils to retain their learning of 
key content so that they can build their knowledge and understanding within and 
across lessons. We use memory and recall approaches to help children learn more 
and remember more.  
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 To ensure that we meet the learning needs of all pupils, a range of teaching 
strategies and resources are used including singing songs, playing games 
(including online games such as Kahoot for formative assessment), pictures, video 
and audio material.  

 Pupils are encouraged to share their experiences of other languages and cultures, 
and are guided to make comparisons between known languages, English and 
Spanish. 

 Pupils work individually, in pairs, small groups and in whole class situations 
according to the learning and model of delivery. Work is mainly oral, but an 
increasingly number of reading and writing tasks are included as pupils’ progress 
into upper Key Stage 2.   

 On occasion, pupils are recorded using film or the digital microphone. This 
supports our assessment of children’s learning and opportunity to give feedback. 
In addition, it enables pupils to give feedback on their own and others learning. 

 Children work in exercise books and on paper. They will also use ICT equipment as 
needed. 

 Spanish will be used in displays that relate to the children’s learning in the 
classroom or as the ‘phrase of the week’/ ‘Tongue Twister of the Week’ in lunch 
hall display. This encourages talk amongst children and adults.   

Assessment 
 
The use of responsive teaching strategies means that teachers are creating opportunities to 
assess pupil understanding throughout the lesson. Informal formative assessment 
opportunities are planned into each lesson for the teacher to make judgments about 
knowledge gained and understanding and inform the weekly planning of Spanish lessons.  

The i-Languages scheme of work provides ‘Arriving in year… able to’ statements to aid the 
monitoring of progress and improvement. Pupils’ work is assessed on the basis of 
observation and questioning during the lesson. This is particularly important for oral work. 
During lessons, pupils may check each other’s answers, particularly for a listening or spelling 
activities.  

Verbal feedback is given in the target language, and longer comments in English to support 
understanding. Additionally, teachers formatively assess knowledge, understanding and key 
skills during lessons through observation and listening in on children’s conversation in pairs 
and groups, through individual activities, targeted questioning, use of online quizzes, 
through recorded presentations and reflecting on work in books and oral feedback with 
children.   

MFL marking and feedback requirements are in line with our Feedback and Marking Policy. 
Responsive teaching underpins assessment in lessons to ensure immediate and effective 
feedback. 
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EQUALITY 
 
Differentiation of the learning supports and challenges all children in the class, including 
children with SEND. Large-print resources are prepared for children with visual impairments 
to provide them access to the curriculum. Visual displays of key vocabulary with images 
supports children with EAL. Teachers also model the correct use of new vocabulary and 
support the children to use it accurately in oral and written work.  


