
Inspired by Alpha, Bravo, Charlie (published by Phaidon) these 

activity sheets introduce young people to four different nautical 

codes. There are messages to decode, questions to answer 

and some fun facts to share with friends and family.

Perfect
for curious
 5-7 year

olds

ALPHA • BRAVO
• CHARLIE



To purchase your copy of 
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie visit  
phaidon.com/childrens2016

FLAG IT UP
These bright, colorful flags are known as signal flags. 

There is one flag for each letter of the alphabet.

What is the right-hand side of a ship called?
Use the flags to decode the answer!

Draw and color flags to spell out this message: SHIP  AHOY

Draw and color the 
flag that represents the 
first letter of your name.

Answers: 
1. STARBOARD
2.

FUN FACT
Each flag also has its own 
meaning when it's flown by 
itself. For example, the N flag by 
itself means "No" or "Negative".

1. 

2. 

3. 

S H I P A H O Y
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FUN FACT
The Phonetic alphabet’s full name is the 
International Radiotelephony Spelling Alphabet.

Answers: 
1. CARGO
2. TEA, SPICES, 
WOOL AND GOLD

ALPHA OSCAR KILO

Use the Phonetic alphabet to spell out your first name.3. 

Write in the missing first letters from these words in the Phonetic alphabet.1. 

What word have you spelled out? 
Write it in here:

Can you decode the answer to this question:
What types of cargo did Clipper ships carry in the 1800s?

2. 

HINT: The word for things that are transported by ship.

The Phonetic alphabet matches every letter with a word so that 
letters can’t be mixed up and sailors don’t get the wrong message.
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Try flashing 
out your message

 with a torch or sounding 
out the dits and dahs 

with your voice.

Can you work out what this important Morse code 
message means?

DOTS AND DASHES
Sailors use Morse code to send signals using lights or sounds. The dots are 

short tones (“dits”) or flashes and the dashes are longer tones (“dahs”).

1. 

2. Write your own secret Morse code message here.

FUN FACT
Morse code is named after Samuel 
Morse, who invented it in 1835.

Answers: DANGER

Write it in here:



To purchase your copy of 
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie visit  
phaidon.com/childrens2016

Draw the arms and flags in the correct 
position to spell out the letters SOS.

ALL ARMS
Semaphore is a way of sending messages using a pair of 
matching flags. The message sender holds the two flags in 

certain positions for each letter of the alphabet. 

FUN FACT
Semaphore lets sailors spell 
out messages very quickly.

This Semaphore message will reveal the answer to this question:

Which type of boat is used to transport pilots between land and 
the ship that needs piloting?

Which type of boat is used to transport pilots between land and 
the ship that needs piloting?

1. 
A)

B)

3. 

Answers:
1.A) PILOT
B) TUGBOAT


