
 Society 
daily life 
jobs, skills, trades,  
gender roles, gender differences 
children 
education 
leisure, entertainment 
 
 
buildings, dwellings, homes, settlements, architecture, 
marketplaces, city planning, agriculture 
 

societal structure, social organisation 
hierarchy, equality 
wealthy, poor 
leadership, advisors, nobility, aristocracy, 
priests, priestesses,  
court 
doctors, soldiers, scribes, craftspeople, 
farmers, citizens, peasants, servants, slaves 

 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

The Greeks: The Romans in 
Britain: 

Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons 

Stone Age to Iron Age: Ancient Egyptians: The British Empire: The Ancient 
Maya: 

Changes in 
Children’s Rights: 
 

World War II: 
 

daily life 
jobs, skills, 
trades,  
gender roles, 
gender 
differences 
children 
education 
leisure, 
entertainment 
 

Pupils analyse 
artefacts to infer 
what was 
important to the 
Ancient Greeks: 
family and raising 
children, being a 
skilled soldier, 
hunting and 
farming, weaving 
and some 
education. 
 
Pupils explore 
gender differences 
in daily life and in 
particular in 
education. Access 
to education was 
limited to the 
wealthy. Boys in 
Athens could be 
sent to school. In 
Sparta, girls had 
some education, 
but were taught 

Pupils learn about 
daily life in Iron 
Age Britain to help 
them assess 
whether the arrival 
and settling of the 
Romans brought 
about change and 
had a lasting 
impact. They 
explore the jobs 
and skills Iron Age 
Britons would have 
had and used. 
 
They then research 
the daily life and 
skills of a Roman 
soldier to help 
them understand 
how the Romans 
were so effective in 
conquering 
countries for their 
empire. 

Analysing artefacts 
support pupils to 
infer that fighting 
skills were 
important to both 
the Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings. 
 
Access to 
education was 
limited. 
Monasteries were 
centres of 
education in 
Anglo-Saxon 
Britain, and were 
responsible for 
training large 
numbers of monks 
and some nuns to 
read and write. 
 
Pupils learn that 
Vikings in the 
raiding parties 
were not trained 

Pupils learn about 
continuity and 
change in this time 
period by exploring 
changes in daily 
life. 
 
In the early Stone 
Age (the 
Palaeolithic 
period), people 
were hunter-
gatherers and 
found food by 
roaming from place 
to place according 
to the seasons. 
(There is evidence to 
suggest that some 
communities lived in 
more permanent 
settlements).  

 
In the late Stone 
Age (Neolithic), 
people’s ways of 

Pupils learn about 
the different social 
roles and how they 
contributed to daily 
life, including 
nobility, advisors, 
priests, soldiers, 
scribes, farmers, 
slaves. 
 
Access to education 
was limited. The 
boys of wealthy 
families did 
sometimes go to a 
temple school and 
were taught by 
priests to read and 
write.  They then 
often became 
scribes when they 
were older. 
 

Throughout history, 
the experiences of 
Black people in Britain 
have been varied. 
There were free Black 
people at the time of 
the Empire. 
Many Black people 
were employed in the 
navy or armies.  
However, with 
development of the 
transatlantic slavery, 
some enslaved people 
were brought to 
Britain to be 
employed as enslaved 
servants.  
 
Pupils learn about 
significant Black 
Britons such as, 
Olaudah Equiano, 
Ottobah Cugoano and 
Mary Prince. 
 

 Pupils explore 
continuity and 
change by 
comparing 
education and 
children’s daily 
life in Iron Age, 
Roman Britain 
and Viking 
societies. They 
compare the 
relative 
continuity in 
these periods 
to the change 
occurring in 
Victorian and 
modern 
Britain. 
 
They learn 
about the 
working 
conditions of 
children in jobs 
like hurrier, 

Pupils explore 
how WWII, 
focusing on The 
Blitz in the East 
End, disrupted 
the lives of 
families and 
children like 
never before. 
Children had 
wildly differing 
experiences of 
evacuation
 
Precautions 
against attack 
became part of 
daily life, 
including 
sheltering 
against air raids, 
gas masks, 
rationing and 
evacuation. 
 



different skills to 
boys. 
 
They also explore 
differences in daily 
life and gender 
roles in two 
different 
geographical 
regions: Athens 
and Sparta. 

soldiers like the 
Roman armies, but 
were often 
farmers and young 
clansmen who 
were interested in 
the opportunity 
for riches and 
adventures. 

 
Pupils learn that 
Vikings were also 
great explorers, 
traders, farmers, 
craftspeople and 
settlers- not just 
warriors. They use 
this knowledge to 
question historical 
interpretations of 
the Vikings as 
simply fierce 
invaders. 
 
Pupils explore 
gender differences 
in daily life, 
however learn that 
there were female 
Viking warriors. 

live changed 
significantly 
because they 
began to settle into 
farming 
communities 
instead of a 
nomadic lifestyle. 
Stone circles began 
to appear as 
possible meeting 
places 
 
In the Bronze Age 
people started to 
make tools from 
bronze rather than 
stone as they 
discovered how to 
extract metal from 
rocks. 

People were able 
to build better 
tools for farming. 
This helped 
people to manage 
larger farms, 
leading to larger 
settlements 
Daily life did not 
change 
drastically: people 
continued to 
farm, cook, make 
clothes, make 
tools and pottery. 
However it was 
beginning to 
happen on a 
larger scale. 
 

Britons in India 
brought ayahs back to 
Britain with them to 
act as nannies and 
servants.  
Ayahs could be 
abandoned by their 
employers, leaving 
them homeless. This 
was an often 
occurrence causing 
charities to be set up 
to support ayahs. 
 
Increased trade 
between India meant 
increased 
employment of lascars 
on ships carrying 
goods around the 
empire. 
The lascars too could 
be abandoned by their 
employers, leaving 
them homeless. This 
was an often 
occurrence causing 
charities to be set up 
to support them. 
This led to many 
Indian people settling 
around port areas and 
finding new 
employment in other 
jobs. 
 
Pupils learn that the 
experience of Indian 
people in Britain was 
varied as they learn 
about Sake Dean 
Mahomed and 
Cornelia Sorabji, a 
wealthy businessman 

scavenger and 
chimney 
sweep. 
 
They learn 
about the role 
of charities in 
supporting 
children in 
their daily 
lives, through 
learning about 
Dr Barnado 
and the 
Ragged 
schools. 
 
 
By conducting 
an interview 
and listening to 
an oral history, 
they learn 
about daily life 
and education 
in the East End 
of London 
during the 
living memory 
of an adult 
they know. 

Pupils explore 
the different 
ways that 
people 
contributed to 
the war effort, 
including men 
and women on 
the Home Front, 
and the 
contributions of 
countries in the 
British Empire. 



Iron Age: Iron 
became the main 
metal for making 
tools and weapons. 
Farming improved 
due to better tools. 
Population grew, 
probably as a result 
of improved 
farming. 
Pupils explore the 
possible 
interpretations of 
hillforts. 

and the first female 
law student at Oxford, 
respectively. 
 
Pupils learn that many 
Somali sailors would 
work on ships carrying 
trade around the 
empire. 
Some Somali sailors 
would migrate to 
Britain living in 
communities around 
ports, in particular in 
London and Cardiff. 
Pupils learn about the 
legacy of the first 
Somalis migrating by 
learning about some 
significant Britons 
with Somali heritage: 
e.g. Magid Magid- 
mayor of Sheffield and 
youngest-ever to hold 
the role; Mo Farah; 
Maya Jama.

buildings, 
dwellings, 
homes, 
settlements, 
architecture, 
marketplaces, 
city planning, 
agriculture 
 

Pupils learn about 
Ancient Greek 
architecture 
through exploring 
the Parthenon. 
They explore how 
this building 
represents what 
was important to 
the Athenians, and 
how it was built at 
the centre of the 
city so that it could 
be easily protected 
if the city was 
attacked. 

Pupils learn about 
Iron Age 
settlements and 
homes in Britain 
before the Roman 
invasion. This 
supports them to 
identify change and  
the impact of the 
Romans. 
 

 Pupils learn about 
Ancient Egyptian 
settlements and 
homes. By exploring 
the structure of an 
Ancient Egyptian 
home, pupils learn 
more about how it 
was organised for 
daily life. 
 

  The Industrial 
Revolution led 
to upheaval in 
settlements 
and homes; 
people moved 
from the 
countryside to 
cities. 
 
This impacted 
the living 
conditions for 
people, as the 
expansion of 
towns and 
cities led to 

Pupils explore 
the impact of 
the war on 
settlement and 
homes looking 
at the Blitz, 
learning about 
the destruction 
caused by 
bombing and 
the rebuilding 
needed.  
 
They discuss war 
memorials and 
monuments and 
how the past 



cramped 
conditions. 

should be 
commemorated.  

social 
structure, 
social 
organisation 
hierarchy, 
equality 
wealthy, poor 
leadership, 
advisors, 
nobility, 
aristocracy, 
priests, 
priestesses,  
court 
doctors, 
soldiers, 
scribes, 
craftspeople, 
farmers, 
citizens, 
peasants, 
servants, slaves 

Through learning 
about forms of 
governance in 
Athens and Sparta, 
pupils learn that 
there were 
differing rights for 
men and women, 
rich and poor. They 
learn that there 
was a social 
structure that that 
gave greater 
power and 
freedom to some 
people, and not 
others. 

They learn about 
the social 
organisation of the 
Iron Age 
settlements 
through the trade 
of skills. 
 
 
Pupils learn about 
the lives of 
soldiers. 
 
Pupils learn that 
the people who 
migrated to Britain 
due to the Romans 
were not just 
soldiers or 
enslaved people, 
but came from a 
range of 
backgrounds. 

Looking at burials 
and grave goods 
supports pupils to 
make inferences 
about wealth and 
status. Pupils learn 
that skilled 
warriors enjoyed 
high status.  
 
 
 

Pupils learn about 
continuity and 
change in this time 
period by exploring 
changes in social 
organisation 

Pupils learn about 
the social 
organisation of 
Ancient Egyptian 
civilisation, learning 
about nobility, 
advisors, priests, 
soldiers, scribes, 
farmers, enslaved 
people. 
 

 Pupils learn 
about the 
social 
organisation 
of the 
Ancient 
Maya 
civilisation, 
learning 
about kings, 
nobles, 
priests, 
soldiers, 
farmers, 
enslaved 
people. 
 

They learn 
about Lord 
Shaftesbury 
using his 
position as a 
politician to 
create change 
for working 
children.  

 

 


