
Blue Gate Fields Junior School  

The Art Curriculum   

Art is a learning tool for almost every area of the curriculum.  Children who learn to look, learn to question, concentrate, to discover and understand. 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
landscape 
 
van Gogh, Seurat, 
Turner, Wallis, Eardley, 
Auerbach, Pasmore 
 
 
 
 

portraiture + the 
human figure 
 
Picasso, Saloman, Dash, 
Gwen John, Kahlo, Freud, 
Davie, Alice Neel, Sonia 
Boyce, Edward Burra, 
Baya Mahieddine 
(Algerian artist who 
started painting as a 
child and influenced 
Picasso)  
 
 
 

still life 
 

Melendez, Sanchez-
Cotan, Claesz, de Heem, 
de Hooch – Spanish and 
Dutch 15th/16th century 
painters; Leger, Picasso, 
van Gogh, Morandi, 
Matisse, Caulfield, 
Milroy 

 

building and developing K.S. 1 
learning 

building and developing Year 
3 learning 

building and developing Year 3 + 4 learning 

 
building and developing Year 3 + 4 + 5 learning 

 
drawing (pencil, pen, brushes, 
scissors etc.) 

drawing (pencil, pen, brushes, 
scissors etc.) 

drawing (pencil, pen, brushes, scissors etc.) 
 

drawing (pencil, pen, brushes, scissors etc. 
 

colour mixing for effect and 
expression, opposites and 
contrast, technical 
applications  
Tony Cragg 

colour mixing, identifying for 
effect + expression, opposites 
+ contrast, technical 
applications; how secondary 
colours are made.  

colour mixing and identifying for effect and 
expression, opposites and contrast, technical 
applications; understanding how secondary 
colours are made.  
 

colour mixing and identifying for effect and 
expression, opposites and contrast, technical 
applications; understanding how secondary 
colours are made.  
 

collage to apply 
understanding of texture and 
use of colour 

collage to apply 
understanding of texture and 
use of colour 

collage to apply understanding of texture and 
use of colour 
 

collage to apply understanding of texture and 
use of colour 
 

printing by inscribing in 
polystyrene tiles/ using cut 
paper to build a relief image 
to then print from 
Britta Teckentrup 

printing by inscribing in 
polystyrene tiles/ using cut 
paper to build a relief image 
to then print from 
 

printing by inscribing in polystyrene tiles/ using 
cut paper to build a relief image to then print 
from 
 

printing by inscribing in polystyrene tiles/ using 
cut paper to build a relief image to then print 
from  
 

exploration of objects, 
materials, surfaces, pattern 
and textures as inspiration for 
artistic expression 
Giorgio Morandi 

exploration of objects, 
materials, surfaces, pattern 
and textures as inspiration for 
artistic expression 
 

exploration of objects, materials, surfaces, 
pattern and textures as inspiration for artistic 
expression 
 

exploration of objects, materials, surfaces, 
pattern and textures as inspiration for artistic 
expression 
 

exploration of imagination in 
the creative process 
 
 
 
 
 

exploration of imagination in 
the creative process 

exploration of imagination in the creative 
process  
Bangladeshi sculptor Novera Ahmed. 

exploration of imagination in the creative 
process 

making more explicit links to 
the wider curriculum 

making more explicit links to the wider 
curriculum 

making more explicit links to the wider 
curriculum 

understanding that as well as 
being an important form of 
expression and an end in 
itself, the subject is the route 
to careers in architecture, 
fashion, graphic and product 
and digital design. 
 
 
 
 
 

understanding that as well as being an 
important form of expression and an end in 
itself, the subject is the route to careers in 
architecture, fashion, graphic and product and 
digital design. 

understanding that as well as being an important 
form of expression and an end in itself, the 
subject is the route to careers in architecture, 
fashion, graphic and product and digital design. 
 

development of more analytical talk; children 
recognising the journeys and the struggles of 
artists as being similar to their own 

development of more analytical talk; children 
recognising the journeys and the struggles of 
artists as being similar to their own 

a celebration of the children recognising 
themselves as artists in their own right   
 
 

project based explorations of the boundaries 
between realism and abstraction 

a celebration of the children recognising 
themselves as artists in their own right   

ceramics play: what can you imagine with clay - landscapes, vessels, characters, buildings? 
 

materials: liquid clay; wet soft 
clay 

materials: liquid clay; wet soft 
clay; leather hard clay; dry 
clay; fired clay; glaze 

materials: liquid clay; wet soft clay; leather 
hard clay; dry clay; fired clay; glaze; clay 
hardened in moulds 

materials: liquid clay; wet soft clay; leather hard 
clay; dry clay; fired clay; glaze; clay hardened in 
moulds; white clay 

tools: wooden tools; 
extruders 

tools: wooden tools; 
extruders; ruler; knife; 
pipette/slip trailer 

tools: wooden tools; extruders; ruler; knife; 
pipette/slip trailer; plaster of Paris moulds; 
banding wheels 

tools: wooden tools; extruders; ruler; knife; 
pipette/slip trailer; plaster of Paris moulds; 
banding wheels 

paint:  
slip; primary blocks 

paint: slip; primary blocks; slip 
underglaze colours 

paint: slip; primary blocks; slip underglaze 
colours; oxides; glaze; brush on glaze 
 

paint: slip; primary blocks; slip underglaze 
colours; oxides; glaze; brush on glaze; abstract 
pattern imagery 

making: through play making: following instruction 
for press moulding techniques 
+ slab building 

making: following instruction for press 
moulding technique; understanding and 
building a shape; character 

making: refining the press mould technique 

sculpture collaborative cross-age range commission to create a large scale paper sculpture (papier-mâché, frame structures, shell structures) for the annual art exhibition  

lesson examples Inscribed tin to make 3-D 
versions of observational 
drawings of precious Roman 
artefacts 
 

Bathing the baby: talk and 
exploration of the objects 
before drawing and collage 

Overlapping observational 
paintings of a yellow, blue, 
and red fruit to understand 
how secondary colours are 
made.  
 

Science topic:  
Gustav Holst – The Planets 
‘Listen Think Wonder’ Children used charcoal to 
work on a very large scale in time to the music 
 
 

Hunting for and making detailed drawings of 
structural shapes found around the building: 
Fans, screws, vents etc. Turning these shapes in 
to the basis for abstracted paintings. 
Understanding that much non-representational 
art has its roots in observational drawing from 
the day to day life around us Sonia Delaunay, the 
Futurists 

artists Artists are chosen to enable pupil reflection, observation and comparison. How have particular artists followed a creative journey of discovery? shown in italics and 
referenced in lesson examples 
 

talk vocabulary development, art specific technical vocabulary, 
expressive talk to find meaning, evaluative  talk 
 
e.g. Using new vocabulary to compare the contrasting 
architecture of Zaha Hadid and Gaudi in preparation to design 
their own lost city 
 

vocabulary development, art specific technical vocabulary, expressive talk to find meaning, 
evaluative  talk and deepening of experience and understanding through explorative talk and 
analysis of the how and why 
e.g. ‘Listen, Think, Wonder’: Year 5 listen to a Carnival march and are encouraged to create 
spontaneous work in response to what they are hearing. Stencil and sponge paintings of Carnival by 
one of Brazil’s foremost modernists, Candido Portinari, alongside artist in residence / art teacher’s 
picture book depicting fantastical carnival processions. The project culminates in a collaborative 
procession encompassing drawing from each other in costume, stencilling and application of colour 
with non-traditional art materials such as sponges, feathers and fingers. 

appreciation, 
analysis and 
evaluation 

‘See, Think, Wonder’ Journals for philosophical enquiry – 
exploration of art and artists through talk, reflection and 
response in child-owned journals 

The Arts Council: art topic discussion forum, with topics chosen by the children, (e.g. portraits, 
abstraction, working from the imagination, optical illusion, light and shade, plants and flowers) 

‘See, Think, Wonder’ Journals for philosophical enquiry – exploration of art and artists through talk, 
reflection and response in child-owned journals 

educational visits: to deepen understanding, and provide rich cultural experiences through making the most of London’s galleries and museums and the rich local 
resources such as a Hawksmoor church, Neo Classical town hall and 1930s propaganda mural on our own street 

 


